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Pierre  LaFortune,  27  Chestnut  St   1938 

George  W.  Dumas,  160  Sayles  St   1939' 

J.  Arthur  Genereux,  Newell  Ave   193S 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Puller  L.  Austin,  residence  689  Lebanon  Hill  Road 
Office:  High  School  Building,  Tel.  365 

The  Superintendent's  office  is  open  on  school  days  fronx 
8:00  to  11:00  A.  M.  and  1:00  to  5:00  P.  M.,  Saturdays: 
8:00  to  11:30  A.  M.,  Monday  and  Wednesday  evenings: 
7:00  to  7:30  P.  M. 

SUPERINTENDiENT'S  CLERK 
Leona  V.  LaFortune,  27  Chestnut  St.  Tel.  496-M 

SCHOOJL  PHYSICIAN 
Dr.  Charles  Simpson,  186  Hamilton  St.  Tel.  326 

SCHOOL  NURSE 
Winifred  V.  King,  91  Elm  St.  Tel.  1340-W 

SUPERVISOR  OF  ATTENDANCE 
Emery  Lavallee,  22  Winter  St.  Tel.  893-J 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR  -  1937 
Winter  term,  eight  weeks,  January  4  -  February  19 
Spring  term,  seven  weeks,  March  3  -  April  23 
Summer  term,  eight  weeks,  May  3  -  June  25 
Fall  term,  sixteen  weeks,  September  8  -  Deceml)^  23, 


NaSCHOOL  SIGNALS 

2-2-2  on  fire  alarm  at  7:45  A.  M.  no  morning  session  for 
all  grades.  The  street  lights  will  be  on  for  5  min- 
utes beginning  at  7.45  A.  M.  to  also  indicate  no 
morning  session  for  all  grades. 

S-2-2  on  iiie  alarm  at  12:30  P.  M.  no  afternoon  session 
for  all  grades.  The  street  lights  will  be  on  for  5 
minutes  beginning  at  12:30  P.  M.  to  also  indicate 
no  afternoon  session  for  all  grades. 

Even  if  there  has  been  no  morning  session  there  will 
be  an  afternoon  session  unless  signals  are  given. 

The  street  light  signals  are  provided  through  the  cour- 
tly of  the  Webster  &  Southbridge  Gas  &  Electric  Cq* 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge: 

The  School  Committee  herewith  submits  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  finances  of  the  School  Department  of 


the  town  for  year  closing  December  31,  1936:. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

In  brief: 

Total  expenditures   $181,362.31 

Contributions  by  staff    2,020.70 

Net  expenditures    §179,341.61 

Total  receipts  returned  to  Town  Treasurer  38,503.22 

Net  cost  to  the  town   $140,838.39 

In  detail: 
Receipts  to  School  Department: 

Appropriation    $175,056.00 

Smith-Highes  Fund,  U.  S.  Government  .  .  .  4,288.00 

Total  funds  available    $179,344.00 

Expenditures:  General  control  $7,052.61 

Amount  forward    $7,052.61 


Amount  forward    7,052.61 

AUXILIARY  AGENCIES: 

Transportation    $4,871.34 

Tuition  to  other  schools   81.20 

Pension  -  janitor    500.00 

Total  -  Auxiliary  Agencies    5,452.54 

HIGH  SCHOOL: 

Instruction  salaries    $33,476.80 

Instruction  expenses: 

Textbooks    1,777.49 

Supples    1,750.93 

Other  expenses    361.97 

Operation  of  plant   5,198.69 

Maintenance  of  plant   1,664.10 

Capital  outlay    1,704.75 

Total  -  High  School    45,934.73 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS: 

Instruction  salaries    $59,792.24 

Instruction  expenses: 

Textbooks    1,613.37 

Supplies    2,712.35 

Operation  of  plant    13,214.69 

Maintenance  of  plant    2,570.24 

Capital  outlay    1,056.72 

Bent    1,715.00 


Total  Elementary  Schools 
Amount  forward   


82,674.61 
$141,114.49 
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Amount  forward   $141,114.49 

TOGATIONAL  SCHOOJ.: 

iDstruction  salaries    $21,649.49 

Jostniction  expenses: 

Textbooks    149.59 

Supplies    1,424.01 

Other  expenses    154.67 

Operation  of  plant   2,684.32 

Maintenance  of  plant    1,949.02 

Capital  outlay    1,126.24 

T€tal  -  Vocational  School   29,137.34 

EJIMENTARY  EVENING  SCHOOLS: 

liistraction  salaries    $270.00 

Instruction  expenses: 

Textbooks    21.73 

SuppUes    6.00 

Other  expenses    1.95 

Operation  of  plant    126.34 

Total  Elementary  Evening  School    426.02 

CraiPULfiORY  ATTENDANCE: 

Salary    $366.64 

<Hlier  expenses    52.85 

Total  -  C<)mpulsory  Attendance    419.49 

MEMCAL  SERVICE: 

Salary    $1,133.28 

Total  -  Medical  Service   1,133.28 

Amount  fon\^ard    $172,230.62 
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Amount  forward    $172,230.62 

NURSE  SERVICE: 

Salary    $1,449.92 

Other  expenses    279.81 

Total  -  Nurse  Service   1,729.73 

DOMESTIC  SCIENCE; 

Salaries    $3,300.00 

Supplies    181.20 

Maintenance    66.89 

Capital  outlay   2.84 

Total  -  Domestic  Science    3,550.93 

MUSIC: 

Salary    $  3.30 

Other  expenses    28.50 

Total  -  Music    358.50 

SHOP: 

Salary    $1,866.64 

Supplies    346.33 

Maintenance    177.35 

Capital  outlay   40.84 

Total  -  Shop    2,431.16 


Amount  forward 


$180,300.94 


9 


Amount  forward    $180,300.94 

OONTINUATION  SCHOOL:  Supplies  $67.77 

Total  -  Continuation  School    67.77 

HOUSEHOLD  ARTS: 

Expenses  of  supervision  $  4.20 

Supplies    104.25 

Total  -  Household  Arts    108.45 

EVENING  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL: 

Instruction  salaries    $620.00 

Instrpction  expenses :  Supplies  .  .  75.49 

Operation  of  plant    170.00 

Maintenance  of  plant   19.66 

Total  -  Evening  Vocation  School   885.15 

Total  Expenditures    $181,362.31 

Contributions  by  staff    2,020.70 

Net  Expenditures    $179,341.61 

Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1936  . .  .  2.39 

$179,344.00 


RECEIPTS  RETURNED  TO  TOWN  TREASURER 


Massachusetts  School  Fund    $12,783.40 

Vocational  School  (Coop.)  State  Grant    3,720.96 

Vocational  School  (Coop.)  State  Grant    5,277.50 

Household  Arts  -  State  Grant    659.61 

Smith-Hughes  U.  S.  Gov.  Fund    4,288.00 

High  School  Tuition    5,367.50 

Continuation  School  Tuition    12.00 
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Evening  Vocational  School  Tuition    24.50 

Vocational  School  Tuition    5,310.00' 

Bus  Tickets  Sold    45.50 

Use  of  Classroom    21.00 

Use  of  Auditorium    33.00 

Sontinuaticn  School,  State    375.12 

Cole  Trade  School,  goods  sold    381.24 

Manual  Arts  Department,  goods  sold   12.60 

Books  and  Supplies  sold    9.49 

Worcester  Boys  Evening  Trade  School 

Tuition,  State    181.80 


Total  Receipts  Returned  to  Town  Treas.  $38,503.22 

Total  Expenditures    $179,341.61 

Total  Receipts  Returned  to  Town  Treasurer  38,503.22 

Net  Cost  to  the  Town   $140,838.39 


APPRECIATION  OF  FAITHFUL  SERVICE 

At  the  end  of  the  school  year  1935-36,  the  School  Com- 
mittee accepted  with  regret  the  voluntary  retirement 
of  Miss  Mary  Meagher  and  Miss  Agnes  Meagher — two 
sisters  whose  combined  service  in  the  Southbridge 
schools  totals  ninety-nine  years.  It  is  significant  to  note 
that  both  attended  summer  school  in  1935.  This  evidence 
is  typical  of  hundreds  of  other  instances  throughout  the 
years,  which  go  to  show  their  high  professional  spirit, 
alertness,  and  determination  to  render  high-class,  mod- 
em service  to  Southbridge  boys  and  girls. 

Words  cannot  express  the  true  appreciation  of  the 
School  Committee  for  the  excellent  service  of  these  two 
sisters,  who  may,  even  today,  be  described  as  modern 
"1937  model"  teachers.  The  following  letter  was  sent 
to  them  jointly  on  June  8,  1936: 
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To  Miss  Mary  Meigher 
and 

Miss  Agrxes  Meagher 

The  Schocl  Ccmmittee  accepts  with  regret  your  volun- 
tary retirement  as  teachers  in  the  Southbridge  Pubhc 
Schools. 

You,  Miss  Mary  Meagher,  as  a  teacher,  as  an  instruct- 
or in  the  Adult  Alien  Education  Department,  as  princi- 
pal of  the  Evening  High  School,  and  as  director  of  the 
Continuation  School  in  Southbridge,  —  and  you,  Miss 
Agnes  Meagher,  as  teacher,  as  playground  instructor, 
instructor  in  the  Adult  Alien  Education  Department, 
and  as  principal  of  one  of  our  elem.entary  schools,  you 
both  have,  in  great  measure,  helped  to  promote  the  edu- 
cational developm^ent  of  Southbridge.  You  have  always 
been  leaders  in  progressive  policies,  and  loyal  and  coop- 
erative teachers. 

Please  accept  our  sincerest  appreciation  of  your  miany 
years  of  valuable  service  in  behalf  of  the  youth  of  our 
town. 

Most  cordially  yours, 

The  School  Committee  of  Southbridge. 


In  November,  1936  the  School  Committee  also  accept- 
ed the  voluntary  retirement  of  Mrs.  Grace  B.  Noyes  who 
had  been  on  leave  of  absence,  due  to  illness,  since  De- 
cember, 1935.  Although  Mrs.  Noyes  did  not  start  to 
teach  in  Southbridge  until  1923,  her  interest  in  the  boys 
and  girls,  her  lovely  manner,  and  gracious  personality 
will  long  be  remembered  by  all  of  her  associates. 
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The  School  Committee  wrote  Mrs.  Noyes  as  follows: 
Dear  Mrs.  Noyes: 

The  School  Committee  of  Southbridge  accepts  with. 
regret  your  voluntary  resignation  as  teacher  in  the 
Southbridge  Public  Schools. 

Your  gracious  manner  and  kindly  teaching  will  always- 
be  remembered  by  hundreds  of  former  pupils.  We  join 
with  them  in  expressing  our  appreciation  of  your  years 
of  untiring  service. 

Most  cordially  yours, 

The  School  Committee  of  Southbridge.. 


A.  BERNARD  PETERSON 
On  November  4,  1936,  A.  Bernard  Peterson,  instructor 
in  mathematics,  and  assistant  athletic  coach,  died  very 
suddenly.  He  carried  on  his  teaching  duties  until  noon, 
on  the  day  before  his  death.  Although  Mr.  Peterson 
taught  in  Southbridge  only  three  years,  he  will  long  be 
remembered  by  pupils,  teachers,  and  School  Committee^ 
as  an  excellent  teacher,  and  friend. 


ABANDONED  SCHOOiLS 

Last  year's  report  described  in  detail  the  two  new  ele- 
mentary schools  on  Eastford  Road,  and  West  Street  re^ 
spectively.  These  two  two  elementary  schools  were 
opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  on  September 
9,  1936.  Their  opening  meant  the  closing  of  eight  ele- 
mentary schools,  occupied  until  the  close  of  the  school 
year  in  June,  1936.  Several  of  the  closed  schools  have 
been  land  marks  in  Southbridge  for  many  decades; 
others  have  been  occupied  for  only  a  few  years.  In 
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either  case,  it  seems  appropriate  that  this  report  should 
review  some  of  the  important  facts  in  their  history. 

In  addition  to  the  eight  schools,  occupied  for  the  last 
time  in  June,  1936  for  school  purposes,  we  are  including 
.a  brief  sketch  of  the  vacant  district  school,  better  known 
in  recent  years  as  the  Morse  Neighborhood  school.  Al- 
though this  building  was  closed  several  years  ago, 
through  som.e  oversight,  it  was  not  officially  turned  over 
to  the  Selectmen  until  the  fall  of  1936. 

In  giving  such  a  brief  report  on  the  history  of  each 
of  the  nine  schools,  we  mjust  make  several  apologies: 
First,  we  regret  that  space  does  not  permit  including 
the  histories  of  several  other  schools  closed  years  ago, 
but  still  dear  to  the  hearts  of  many  of  our  best  citizens ; 
second,  for  the  samte  reason,  we  find  it  necessary  to  cut 
to  less  than  fifty  per  cent,  on  an  average,  very  excellent 
material  furnished  the  School  Department  by  the  per- 
sons named  below,  to  whom  we  are  greatly  indebted, 
and  without  whose  assistance,  these  reports  would  be 
.almost  imipossible.  The  School  Committee  hopes  that 
some  agency  will  be  able  to  publish  their  reports  in  their 
•entirety.  Our  chief  debts  are  to: 

1.  Miss  Mary  E.  Clemence  was,  for  many  years,  a 
teacher  in  the  Southbridge  schools.  She  has  spent  long 
hours  in  searching  old  records,  and  has  contributed  much 
from  her  own  memory  to  a  very  excellent  history  of  the 
Town  Hall  School. 

2.  Miss  Agnes  Meagher,  the  last  principal  of  the  School 
Street  School,  whose  retirement  took  effect  at  the 
same  time  the  school  closed,  has  furnished  us  with  an 
excellent  report. 

3.  Miss  Blanche  E.  Harwood,  who  taught  in  Southbridge 
for  32  years  until  June,  1935,  provided  the  material 
on  the  Central  Mills  School. 


SCHOOLS  VACATED  IN  1935 

ELM  STREET 

BACON  (Vacated  Eaplier> 

LEBANON  HILL 

SANDERSDALE. 

DENNISON 


SCHOOLS  VACATED  IN  1936 
TOWN  HALL  (frant)  SCHOOL  STREET 

TOWN  HALL  CLASSROOMS 

ENGINE  HOUSE 

CENTRAL  MILLS 
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4.  Miss  Mary  Meagher,  who  retired  as  a  teacher  in  the 
High  School  in  1936,  provided  the  history  of  the  San- 
dersdale  School. 

5.  Mrs.  Stella  Gay,  a  former  teacher  who  resigned  in 
1936,  provided  the  history  of  the  Dennison  School. 

€.  Miss  Mary  McCabe,  present  Southbridge  teacher,  pro- 
vided the  history  of  the  Elm  Street  School  where  she 
began  teaching  long  before  present  High  School  pu- 
pils were  first  graders. 

7.  Miss  Pauline  Roy,  present  teacher,  the  last  teacher 
in  the  Lebanon  Hill  School  where  she  taught  for  sev- 
eral years,  provided  the  history  of  this  school. 

8.  Miss  Marie  Saunders,  present  Southbridge  teacher, 
provided  the  history  of  the  Engine  House  School.  She 
was  principal  of  this  school  for  several  years. 

9.  Two  sisters,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Morse  Sherman,  and  Miss  Ida 
M.  Morse,  both  former  teachers  in  the  Bacon  District 
School,  or  the  Morse  Neighborhood  School,  have  pro- 
vided an  excellent  history.  We  regret  that  it  cannot 
be  used  in  full. 

TOWN  HALL  SCHOOLS 

For  a  town  devoted  to  manufacturing  pursuits  Southbridge  has 
a  long  list  of  high  school  and  college  graduates.  Many  families 
have  sent  four  or  more  members  who  have  achieved  distinction 
in.  their  life  work. 

Mo6t  of  the  past  and  present  owners  of  our  manufacturing 
plants,  several  of  their  executives  and  many  employees  have  stud- 
ied here.  Many  of  our  merchant.s,  tradesmen,  town  officials,  teach- 
ers and  home  makers,  received  training  in  these  buildings. 

Listed  among  their  former  pupils  are:  two  congressmen,  state 
representatives,  a  West  Point  graduate,  war  veterans,  clergymen, 
nuns,  lawyers,  physicians,  dentists,  nurses,  welfare  workers,  journ- 
alists, librarians,  mu«3icians,  authors,  college  professors  and  teach.- 
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Tal)les  including  statistics  of  the  schools  in  the  two  To^^^l  Hall 
Imildings  follow: 

TOWN  HALL  SCHOOLS  -  First  Town  Hall 

1841-1854  Private  High  School 
1854-1887  Public  High  School 

Basement  Primary  School 

Town  Hall  Intermediate  School 
1887  Town  Hall  Building  torn  down 
1887-1889  Present  Town  Hall  erected 

1889-  1917  High  School 

1912  Industrial  Course  opened 

1890-  1898  Primary  School 
1894-1898  Overflow  School 
1917-18-19  Grades  II,  III,  V 
1923-1936  Two  Primary  Schools 

1889-  1931  Office  Superintendent  of  Schools 

Office  Dental  Clinic 
1869         Diplomas  awarded  to  First  Graduates  of  High  School 
1869-1875  Graduation  Exercises  in  Town  Hall  in  afternoon 
1876-1877  Graduation  Exercises  in  High  School  room  in  afteraoon 
1879-1888  Graduation  Exercises  in  Main  St.  Hall  in  evening 

1890-  1936  Graduation  Exercises  in  Towti  Hall  in  evening 
1881         First  Reception  To  Graduates 

1896:   1897:    1898:1899:    1901  ReUnion  of  Alumni  Assiciation  in 
Town  Hall. 

Membership  1855    1865    1875    1885    1895    1905  1917 

of 

High  School  53       62       42       58       88     110  143 

Town  Hall  Teachers  of  longer  periods  -  High  School 
Pirst  Town  Hall  Principals 

1861-1868  Calvin  C.  Foster 

1868-1875  Edwin  Emery 

1875-1877  Elizabeth  R.  Beach  -  Only  Woman  Principal 

1886  Fred  E.  Corbin 

Assistants 

Mary  E.  Silverthorne  Emma  S.  Bickford 

Present  Town  Hall  High  School 

18-89-1902  Fred  E.  Corbin,  Principal 

1902-1913  Fred  E.  Corbin,  Principal  and  Supt.  of  Schools 

1913-1917  Fred  E.  Corbin,  Supt.  of  Schools 

1913-1917  Clarence  Bosworth,  Principal 
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Assistants 

Elizabeth  Peny  (Montague)      Laura  Williams     Eloise  H.  Crocker 
1912  Robert  Baker,  Industrial  Course 

Supervisor  of  Music  -  Mrs.  H.  N.  Carpenter 

First  Town  Hall  -  Grade  School  Teachers 

Fanny  Mason  Jennie  Litclifield  (Wilson) 

Present  Town  Hall  -  Grade  School  Teachers 

Susie  M.  Knight  Mary  E.  Butler 

Sylvia  Claflin  -  Last  Principal  of  Primary  School 

Present  school  committee  members  who  were  students  in  Town 
Hall  are:  Hector  M.  LeClair,  W^ardwell  M.  Edwards,  George  W. 
Dumas  and  J.  Arthur  Genereux.  Fcimcr  members  of  the  School 
Committee,  also  students  in  Town  Hall  High  School,  were:  George 
L.  Tully,  Albert  B.  Wells,  John  A.  Whittaker,  Dr.  Charles  Tetrault, 
Dr.  George  W.  Tully,  Mary  E.  Wells,  Winifred  W.  Beck,  Bertha 
Hyde  Claik,  Herman  S.  Cheney,  George  H.  Hartwell,  James  Mel- 
vin  Ammidown,  George  'SI.  Whitaker,  James  J.  Oakes,  Alva  L. 
Hyde,  Solcmcn  E.  Blanchard,  Joseph  V.  Flood,  Arthur  O.  Boyer 
and  Joseph  E.  Benoit. 

Teachers  in  Southbridge  Public  Schiols,  September,  1936,  past 
^^tudents  in  Town  Hall  School:  High  School,  Clara  Estelle  Hefner, 
Luise  B.  Ccrbiu,  Anna  Frances  Troy;  Grade  Schools,  Mary  L. 
Boardman,  Corinne  Laliberte  Beaudreau,  Margaret  G.  Butler,  Mabel 
Chamberlain,  Bertha  E.  Foley,  Irene  V.  Gough,  Elizabeth  Searlee 
Hall,  Mary  E.  McCabe,  Annie  Simpson  Marcy,  Edith  Randall,  May 
O.  Simpson,  Jeanette  V,  Stone,  Bertha  L.  W'allace;  Trade  School, 
Emery  Lavallee. 

Earlier  teachers  in  Southbridge  Puhlic  School  graduates  of 
Town  Hall  High  School  were:  Mary  E.  Meagher,  Louise  Locke 
Williams,  Mary  E.  Clemence,  A.  Rebecca  Rowley,  Mary  E.  Newell 
Silva,  L.  Alice  Holmes,  'Mary  A.  Ellis,  Jennie  E,  Chamberlain, 
Mary  A.  Pellet,  Agnes  Meagher,  Blanche  E.  Harwood. 

SCHOOL  STREET  SCHOOL 

The  School  Street  school  building  which  was  closed  in  1936 
was  erected  on  West  Street  in  1847  at  a  point  where  the  so-called 
dump  now  stands.  This  was  on  the  site  of  a  small  one-room  school 
house  that  had  been  moved  farther  up  West  Street,  purchased 
and  remodeled  for  a  house  by  Mr.  Michael  CouneU.  The  second 
building  had  four  rooms  and  was  heated  by  a  stove  in  the  ba^e>- 
ment.   Among  the  teachers  who  served   in   it  were   Miss  Nellie 
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MoFiSe  and  Mrs.  Foster,  wife  of  the  principal  of  the  High  School 
at  that  time.  In  1867  it  was  voted  by  the  School  Committee  ta 
have  the  building  moved  to  i:s  present  location  on  School  Street^ 
following  -  ae  the  story  goes  -  the  drowning  of  a  boy  in  the  nearby 
pond.  In  1880  a  basement,  fire  escape,  front  hall  and  dressing: 
roomis  were  added  and  the  stairway  changed.  March  18,  1851  the^ 
town  voted  to  rent  the  basement  room  to  the  Sons  of  Temperance 
to  be  used  for  "religious,  educational,  moral,  political  or  other 
proper  purposes."  In  1888  extensive  repairs  were  made  as  thQ 
foundation  was  found  to  be  unsafe.  During  the  same  year  the 
basements  were  cemented  and  a  new  heatin?  and  ventilating  sys-- 
tem  was  installed  which  was  reported  by  the  School  Committee- 
"ae  an  admirable  arrangement  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  our" 
children." 

In  1882  the  old  system  of  having  three  grades  in  a  room  was: 
changed  to  that  of  having  only  two,  as  the  opening  of  the  Notre 
Dame  parochial  schocls  allowed  more  room.  There  were  main- 
tained Ist,  2nd,  3rd,  4th,  9th,  10th  grades— the  5th  and  6th  being 
housed  at  Union  Street.  On  the  epening  of  the  Marcy  Street 
Grammar  School  building  in  1898  only  primary  classes,  including 
the  first  four  grades  were  taught  at  School  Street.  Since  1934  a 
sixth  grade  was  added  to  this  building  as  the  second  and  third 
grades  were  small  encugh  to  be  ccmfortably  accommodated  in  one 
room. 

Two  of  the  earliest  teachers  were  Mis^s  Jennie  Litchfield  an(l 
Miss  Rebecca  Rowley,  later  principal  of  the  building.  Among 
some  of  the  other  outstanding  teachers  were  Miss  Julia  Harwood, 
Mis<3  Mary  Newell,  Miss  Maud  Oldham,  Miss  Isabella  Taylor  and 
Miss  Alice  Holmes  grammar;  Miss  lola  Converse,  Miss  Ida  Douty 
intermediate;  Miss  Annie  iMorae,  Miss  Bertha  Harwood  and  Miss 
Mary  Connelly  primary.  The  last  teachers  were  Miss  Jeannette 
StonCj  Miss  Stefanie  Kczyra,  Miss  Celestine  Carey  and  Mi&s^ 
Agnes  Meagher,  principal  since  1914. 

The  following  attended  School  Street  Street  as  pupils  and  after-, 
wards  were  employed  as  teachers  in  Southbridge:  Edith  Randall^ 
Mary  MdCabe,  Jeannette  Stone,  Maud  Oldham,  Mary  E.  Meagher^ 
Agnes  Meagher,  May  Simpson,  Annie  Marcy,  Isabella  Taylor^ 
Blanche  Harwood,  Bertha  Harwood,  Mary  Ellis,  Mary  Newell,  Ev^ 
Connor,  Stella  Gay,  Jane  Farquhar. 

Many  people  of  interest  received  their  earliest  education  at 
School  Street: 


X)ewitt  Hyde,  former  president  of  Bowdoiii  College 
JFYed  Rowley,  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.  executive 
E-dward  W,  Newell,  Westiughous9  Air  Brake  Co. 
<5eorge  M.  Cheney.  Shuttle  Shop  executive 
.Alva  Hyde,  Attorney 
>Henry  iTetrault,  Attorney 
Crcorge  Grant,  Editor  of  PretSis 
sJohn  Clark,  Town  Engineer 

John  Whittaker,  Federal  Government  Civil  Engineer 
Jiev.  Michael  Earls,  Jesuit  Priest  and  Author 
sJohn  Mc'Cabe,  New  York  Physician 
Rev.  Joseph  Lynch,  Assistant  Pastor,  Greenfield 
i)r.  Philip  Tetrault,  Professor  of  Biology,  Purdue  College 
Laenne  Tetrault  Ph.  D.,  Teacher  Mary  Grove  College,  Detroit 
^Louiee  Newell,  Principal  Chevy  Chase  College 
Everett  Upham,  Mayor  in  a  western  town 
Alfred  McKinstry,  Business  Man 
sJosephine  Delehanty,  Welfare  Worker  in  Boston 
-Florence  Rowley,  Physical  Director  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Poughkeepsie 
Louise  Rowley,  Librarian 

'<3eorge  W,  Dumas,  member  of  School  Committee 
.^lector  M.  LeClair,  member  of  School  Committee  and  DuP'aul- 
Central  Executive. 

CENTRAL  MILLS  SCHOOL 

Id  September  1931,  becauise  of  crowded  conditions  existing  in 
^ary  E.  Wells  High  School,  space  for  a  temporary  school  was 
leased  in  the  Central  Mills  building  on  Foster  street.  These  rooms 
"ocupying  about  3,000  out  of  a  total  of  approximately  110,000  sq. 
€L  were  partitioned  off  and  made  comfortable  for  school  purposes. 

Miss  Blanche  Harwood,  principal,  Mrs.  Mabel  Joy  and  Miss 
Ruth  Pollard  were  teachers  in  the  new  ischool  which  opened  with 
«in  enrolment  of  137  sixth  grade  pupils.  From  1934  to  1936,  how- 
ever, there  was  one  fifth  grade  group  with  two  sixth  grades. 

The  children  were  fortunate  in  having  the  large  yard  in  the  rear 
tfor  outdoor  sports  and  spacious  room  for  indoor  play. 

Miss  Harwood  resigned  in  June  1935  and  Miss  Gabrielle  Lanou- 
•ette  ^succeeded  her  as  principal;  she,  Mrs.  Helen  Houlberg  and 
iMrs.  Joy  were  the  last  teachers  in  this  school. 

SANDERSDALE  SCHOOL 

\)u  tlie  old  Sandersdale  Road  at  a  point  on  the  hill  opposite 
flae  Lewis  Ammidown  house  is  a  small  depre«ssion  and  some  re- 
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mains  of  the  foundation  wall  of  the  first  Sandersdale  school.  This 
was  a  log  house  with  a  big  fireplace  at  one  end  and  plank  eeats 
for  the  scholars.   Deacon  Marvin  Cheney,  grandfather  of  Mrs. 

E.  Corbin,  taught  the  last  term  of  school  in  it,  also  the  first  terwk 
in  the  next  school. 

The  second  building,  completed  in  1823,  wa^  erected  on  tte 
south  side  of  the  road. 

iWorthy  of  note  in  connection  with  this  building  is  the  fact  that 
Miss  Mary  Lyon,  afterward  Mrs.  Harrison  Cheney  mother  of  Mrs^ 

F.  E.  Corbin,  was  the  la-ot  teacher  who  was  employed  in  it,  also 
the  first  teacher  in  the  third  building  completed  in  1871  and  that 
the  last  teacher  in  the  third  school  house  was  Miss  Bertha  Cheneyi. 
sister  of  Mrs.  F.  E.  Corbin.  This  building  contained  two  rcx>ms 
large  enough  to  accommodate  50  pupils  and  cost  $3,000  including 
the  land  and  furniture. 

February  28,  1892  this  third  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  and 
a  new  one  constructed  for  which  $2,500  was  appropriated,  $2,000 
of  which  was  obtained  from  insurance.  This  new  building  was^ 
well  lighted,  heated  and  ventilated  with  ample  blackboard  siux 
face  and  a  seating  crpacity  of  60.  There  were  cloak  rooms,  a  well-, 
lighted  basement  wiih  nicely  graded  grounds.  When  everything 
was  completed  including  furnishing:-,  grading,  etc.,  the  committee^ 
had  exceeded  the  apprcpriation  of  $2,500  by  only  $40. 

Teachers  not  already  mentioned  who  did  duty  in  the  Sanders^, 
dale  School,  designated  as  the  Ammidcvvn  School  for  many  years 
were:  Miss  Mary  Cheney,  Miss  Martha  Shepard,  Miss  Mary 
Holmes,  Miss  Mary  Remington,  to-day  a  well-known  welfare  worfc» 
er,  Miss  Maud  Oldham  afterwards  a  teacher  in  Nek  York  City^ 
Miss  Bertha  Johnson  and  the  last  one  Miss  Nathalie  Morey. 

Among  well  known  people  who  were  pupils  are  found  the  fol^ 
lowing : 

Mr.  .Lucius  Ammidown  -  Botanist  and  Author 

Thomas  Hughes  -  Coal  Dealer  for  many  years 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Corbin  -  Wife  of  former  Supt.  cf  Scuthbridge  School 

Mrs.  Norman  McLean  -  wife  of  Dr.  McLean,  surgeon  in  U.  S.  Xavy 

Robert  Sanders  -  Chemist 

Harriet  Dougherty  -  Concert  Singer 

Margaret  Dougherty  -  former  Grammar  School  Teacher 
Miss  Grace  Dougherty  -  now  Mrs.  Edmonds,  hostess  in  WB^ 
radio  station 
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Margaret  Keenan  -  Teacher  in  Southbridge 

Agnes  Keenan  -  Teacher  in  Southbridge 

iYajik  Brissette  -  now  owner  of  the  Ammidown  property 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  E.  MEAGHEDEl. 

DSNNISON  SCHOOL 

*rhe  foundation  of  our  school  system  was  laid  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  town,  now  known  as  Dennisou  District,  in 
1744.  The  first  school  sessions  were  held  in  James  Dennison's  bam. 
Miss  Mary  Manning  was  the  teacher  working  for  a  salary  of  five 
pounds,  five  shillings. 

The  first  school,  a  small  frame  building  was  erected  about  1750. 
It  stood  a  short  distance  east  of  the  head  of  West  Street  on  the 
south  side  of  the  abandoned  road  leading  from  West  Street  to 
i^astford  Road.  The  cellar  hole  of  this  pioneer  school  may  still 
be  seen.  There  is  tradition  of  another  school  located  near  Mr.  A. 
lloule's  house  at  the  turn  of  the  road. 

About  the  year  1765,  a  larger  building  was  erected  where  the 
I)ennison  School  now  stands.  The  early  records  of  the  town  called 
this  District  No.  2.  This  building  burned  about  1847  and  was  re- 
lylax'ed  with  the  present  brick  building. 

In  1867  under  regulations  of  the  School  Committee  the  un- 
graded sciiools  w^ere  "Mixed  Schools",  and  were  named  in  mem- 
ory of  early  inhabitants.  'District  No.  2  was  called  Dennison 
School  for  Mr.  James  Dennison,  the  first  white  man  to  settle  here. 
iHe  lived  for  a  year  or  more  in  a  cave  located  on  a  hill  south  of 
the  old  Dennison  farm. 

In  1855,  Miss  S.  E.  Corhin,  a  relative  of  Mr.  F.  E.  Corbin,  for- 
toer  Superintendent  of  Southbridge  Schools,  taught  here. 

Other  teachers  were:  — 

1859 — Sarah  Beecher,  sister  of  Herbert  Beecher. 
1861-1862— Miss  Mary  F.  Mowry. 

18CC— Miss  Mary  Franklin,  the  late  Mrs.  Alvin  Chamberlain  of 
Sturbridge.  At  this  time  the  old  wooden  benches  were  removed 
*ind  double  desks  put  in. 

l»69-1970-^Miss  Julia  Harwood. 

1871-74 — ^Miss  Sarah  Gay,  now  Mrs.  Torrey,   At  that  time  the 
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School  C-ommittee  quoted 

"The  school  room,  from  long  use,  has  somewhat  the  ap- 
pearance of  neglect.  A  dingy  set  of  outline  maps  hang 
against  the  walls,  a  Webster's  dictionary,  a  numeral 
frame,  and  poor  blackboards  constitute  the  utensils  for 
aiding  the  ingenuity  of  the  teacher." 

Mrs.  Torrey  visited  Dennison  School  a  few  years  ago  and  was 
greatly  interested  in  all  the  changes  such  as  a  hard  wood  floor, 
steel  ceiling,  modern  desks  for  the  pupils  and  teacher,  organ, 
telephone,  victrcla,  bookcase,  work  tables,  modern  heater,  best 
of  books,  all  kinds  of  supplies  and  a  fine  set  of  curtain  maps. 
The  pine  trees  and  spacious  playground  have  been  enjoyed  by 
many  generations,  and  an  artesian  well  furnishes  a  never  failing 
supply  of  pure  water. 

Mr.  F.  Parsons  was  the  teacher  frcm  1871-1S77  and  was  then, 
transferred  to  the  High  School.  He  later  became  a  lawyer  and 
was  in  the  office  of  Henry  D.  Hyde  in  Boston. 

In  18&8  when  Miss  Martha  Cutting  was  teacher  the  old  double 
desks  were  removed  and  single  desks  put  in. 

The  school  was  closed  from  1894  until  1902  as  there  were  so 
few  pupils.  The  town  paid  their  tuition  to  Sturbridge  as  they  at- 
tended the  Westville  School. 

Miss  Sara  Haskell  of  Sturbridge  reopened  the  school  in  1902. 
From  1903-1906  Miss  Mabel  Chamberlain  now  teacher  at  Mechanic 
Street  taught  here.  The  next  year  Miss  Alice  Haskell,  now  em- 
ployed in  the  Southbridge  National  Bank,  was  the  teacher. 

Some  of  the  well-known  pupils  who  attended  Dennison  are:  — 

iP.  LaFortune,  present  member  of  School  Committee. 
Mr.  Alva  Hyde,  lawj^er. 

Mr.  Elmer  E.  Harwood,  grocer  for  P.  H.  Carpenter,  later  sheriff 
from  1908-1927. 

'Mr.  Lucius  Morse,  head  of  a  sugar  corporation  in  Louisiana. 
The  last  teacher,  Mrs.  Stella  Gay,  taught  here  twenty-one  years. 
Among  her  pupils  were — 

Mrs.  Corinne  Laliberte  Beaudreau,  now  teacher  of  West  Street 
School 

Mr.  Henry  W^alker,  teacher  at  Belmont  High  School. 
Miss  Almeda  Walker,  teacher  at  Braintree  High  School. 
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ELM  STREET  SCHOOL 

This  school  was  built  in  1876  and  consisted  of  two  rooms,  one 
iipstiiirs  and  one  down.  At  finst  only  the  room  downstairs  was- 
used  and  the  first  teacher  was  Miss  Fanny  Mason;  othei'^  follow- 
ing were  Miss  Ellen  Vinton,  Belle  Smith  Chase,  Mary  Pratt  Allen^ 
Misses  Mary  E.  Clemence,  Mary  Pellet  and  Addie  Martin. 

When  Miss  Mary  MoCabe  assumed  charge  of  the  classes  in  tlie 
upstairs  room  in  1891  the  lighting  and  ventilation  w^ere  dependent, 
on  the  dormer  windows  and  the  heating  on  a  box  stove.  Strangely 
enough  the  little  children  were  placed  in  this  upper  room  and  tho^ 
older  children  on  the  ground  floor,  while  as  many  as  50  childreiL 
at  one  time  have  been  taught  in  the  upper  room. 

In  1913  when  the  Jeanne  d'Arc  school  was  built  it  was  found 
possible  to  transfer  the  second,  third  and  fourth  grades  to  the 
old  Main  Street  school  building  and  the  first  grade  to  the  ground 
floor.  From  that  year  to  June  1936  the  old  building,  though  lack- 
ing many  modern  conveniences,  was  the  home  of  happy  first  gra4e- 
chilrden  in  charge  of  Miss  Mary  E.  McCabe. 

LEBANON  HILL  SCHOOL 

Before  Southbridge  was  incorporated  in  1816,  the  Lebanon  Hill 
section  was  part  of  the  town  of  Sturhridge.  There  is  no  definite- 
record  of  the  year  the  Lebanon  Hill  School  was  built  but  it  is 
known  that  it  was  standing  in  1774  on  private  property.  In  1873^ 
Mr.  Henry  Walker  sold  the  property  to  the  Town  of  Southbridge 
for  $25.00  that  a  school  might  be  maintained  thereon:  it  was  un- 
derstood that  v/hen  discontinued  for  school  purposes  the  prop- 
erty would  revert  to  the  Walker  heirs  for  the  same  amount. 

There  were  31  pupils  enrolled  in  1874  and  its  last  enrolment  in. 
3936  was  18. 

It  w-as  called  the  Hooker  School  from  1868  to  1893  when  its 
name  was  changed  to  Lebanon  Hill  School. 

In  1860  the  building  was  remodeled,  painted  and  furnished  witli 
new  seats  and  desks.  FTom  1923  to  1936  it  was  further  improved 
by  papering,  painting  the  interior  and  exterior,  a  new  floor,  elec- 
tric lights,  a  telephone  and  an  artesian  well. 

Some  of  its  earliest  teachers  were  Misses  Sophia  and  Hanna 
Smith  and  P.  Phillips  and  its  last  one  Miss  Pauline  Roy,  appointed 
in  1923. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  the  work  of  the  pupils  has  been  its 
Interest  in  the  study  of  birds  and  wild  flowers. 
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Among  its  many  pupils  who  attained  success  may  lae  noted  the 
following:  Sidney  Clarke,  one  time  Governor  of  Kansas;  Nathaniel 
E.  Smith,  former  Superintendent  of  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  and  H.  R.  R.; 
Mr.  Edward  Dakin,  Southhridge  business  man,  and  Misses  Hanna. 
and  Sophia  Smith  and  P.  Phillipe  afterwards  teachers  in  this 
school. 

ENGINE  HOUSE  SCHOOL 

Overcrowded  conditions  in  the  Southhridge  Public  Schools  in. 
1920  made  it  necessary  to  have  the  second  floor  of  the  Globe  Fire 
Station  converted  into  two  school  rooms.  Although  a  temporary  ar- 
rangement, circumstances  forced  its  continuance  until  June  1936. 

The  first  principal  was  Mrs.  Mabel  LeClair  who  taught  a  5th. 
grade,  and  Miss  Eileen  Herrick,  a  6th  grade  group. 

On  the  death  of  Mrs.  LeClair  Aug.  1924,  deeply  mourned  by 
pupils,  parents  and  fellow  teachers.  Miss  Marie  J.  Saunders  was 
appointed  principal — a  position  she  held  until  June  19,  1935. 

September  1935  the  6th  grade  was  discontinued  and  Miss  Alice 
Wixted,  the  last  teacher  in  this  school,  assumed  charge  of  the 
6th  grade. 

A  number  of  former  pupils  have  attended  or  are  now  attending 
higher  institutions  of  learning  such  as  Brown,  Boston  University, 
Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 

Among  former  pupils  are:  Mrs.  Anna  Herron  and  Miss  Stefanie 
Kozyra,  teachers  in  Southhridge  Public  Schools,  Miss  Lois  Martin, 
court  stenographer,  Washington,  D.  C,  Miss  Doris  Whitehead, 
graduate  nurse.  Miss  Elsie  Hofstra,  secretary  to  the  principal  of 
the  Southhridge  High  School. 

BACON  DISTRICT  SCHOOL  (Morse  Neighborhood) 

The  present  building  was  erected  in  1864  on  the  site  of  a  school 
house  constructed  about  1772  in  response  to  a  petition  from  the 
early  settlers  of  the  neighborhood  that  they  be  set  off  from  the 
Dennison  School  District.  In  1786  while  still  a  part  of  Sturbridge 
it  was  named  the  Pratt  District  School;  in  1868  it  was  designated 
the  Bacon,  later  known  as  the  Morse, 

This  school  was  closed  in  1880  and  its  only  pupil,  Walter  Pratf, 
was  transferred  to  a  center  school.  It  was,  however,  reopened  in 
1881  where  classes  were  held  until  1913  at  which  time  it  was  de- 
cided to  transfer  its  pupils  to  the  center  schools  in  Southhridge. 
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Among  the  early  teachers  of  this  school  were:  Mary  Keith 
Morse.  Melvin  Shepard.  Emnia  and  Annette  Childs,  Mary  Perrin, 
Elsie  Edwards  and  Nellie  Walker;  later  instructors  included  Cal- 
lie  Haskell,  Jennie  Keyee.  Gertrude  Litchfield,  Ita  Morse  and  the 
last  one  Ethel  Brady.  1910-1912. 

Some  well  known  people  who  received  part  of  their  education 
tere  were:  Rev.  Daniel  Pratt,  Henry  Morse.  Town  Clerk  1878-1885 
and  Town  Treasurer  1893-94,  William  Morse,  former  Selectman 
and  C.  Russell  Morse,  Country  Sheriff. 


THE  1937  BUDGET 
Salary  contributions  of   school   employees,  the  first 
three  months  of  1936,  totalled  $2,020.70.  The  total  con- 
tributions, 1932  to  1936  inclusive,  were  $49,911.44  as 


follows : 

1932    §  4,911.44 

1933    18,846.66 

1934    16,616.13 

1935    7,169.78 

1936    2,020.70 


5  Yr.  Total  . .  .  $49,564.71 

Until  September,  1936,  most  (but  not  all)  teachers 
were  paid  in  20  installm.ents  through  a  10-month  period, 
September  to  June  inclusive.  Beginning  in  September, 
1936,  all  regular  employees  are  being  paid  24  equal  in- 
stallments over  a  12-month  period,  September  to  Aug- 
ust inclusive.  For  exam^jple,  a  teacher,  whose  salary  for 
1936-37  is  $1,500,  received  eight  installments  of  $62.50 
each,  or  $500  for  the  4-month  period,  September  to  De- 
cember, 1936  inclusive,  whereas,  under  the  old  plan,  she 
would  have  received  eight  installments  of  $75.00  each, 
or  $600,  during  the  same  4-month  period.  Under  the  new 
plan,  she  was  paid  $100  less  in  the  year  1936.  This  pro- 
cedure reduced  the  1936  appropriation  a  total  of  $5,940. 
Although  this  was  a  saving  in  1936,  it  cannot  be  car- 
ried forward  in  1937. 
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Were  it  not  for  this  saving  of  $5,940,  and  the  $2,020.70 
contributions,  the  1936  appropriation  would  necessarily 
have  been  $7,960.70  larger,  or  $183,016.70.  This  $183,- 
016.70,  then'  is  the  proper  figure  for  comparison  with 
the  1937  request  of  $184,260.12,  w^hich  includes  a  new 
item  of  $1,850  for  parochial  school  transportation,  and 
an  increase  of  $2,749  over  the  1936  expenditure  for  even- 
ing schools. 

The  School  Committee  is  requesting  $78,490  for  the 
elementary  schools,  or  $6,211  l^s  than  the  $84,701.50 
requested  in  1936.  Before  deducting  contributions,  these 
schools  cost  $87,777.36  in  1934,  and  $83,300.14  in  1935. 
The  reduction  in  elementary  school  cost  is  due  to  a  bet- 
ter organization  brought  about  by  removal  to  the  new 
schools,  and  a  reduced  enrollment,  which  enabled  a  re- 
duction of  one  teacher. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  request  for  the  high  school  is 
$3,957  over  our  request  for  1936.  Wells  High  School 
with  an  enrollment  of  626,  is  larger  than  ever  before. 
Ten  years  ago,  in  1925-26,  there  were  296  pupils.  Past 
experience  has  proved  the  impossibility  of  predicting 
enrollments,  but  we  know  now  that  the  incoming  class 
has  175  pupils,  and  that  the  class  of  1937  has  only  106. 

THE  NEW  SCHOOLS 

Photographs  and  detailed  descriptions  of  the  two  new 
elementary  schools  were  included  in  last  year's  report. 
The  space  required  to  include  the  histories  of  the  eight 
buildings,  abandoned  in  1936,  has  prevented  much  men- 
tion of  the  new  schools  here.  The  School  Committee  is 
happy  to  note  that  the  citizens  of  the  town  are  unani- 
mous in  realizing  the  wisdom  of  erecting  these  schools 
-v^-hen  the  Federal  grant  was  available.  We  believe  that 
Southbridge  has  two  excellent  schools  at  a  minimum 
of  cost,  and  are  grateful  to  the  citizens,  and  particularly 
to  the  members  of  the  building  committee,  for  success- 
fully carrying  to  completion  both  of  these  projects. 
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The  year  1936  was  outstanding  in  the  educational 
progress  in  Southbridge.  The  School  Committee  is  grate- 
ful to  the  citizens  for  their  cooperation,  and  support,  and 
the  school  staff  for  its  continued  loyalty  and  devotion  to- 
duty. 

For  further  inform.ation  concerning  the  policy  and 
management  of  the  schools,  the  Committee  refers  to  the- 
report  of  Mr.  Fuller  L.  Austin,  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
which  is  submitted  herewith  as  a  part  of  our  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  M.  LeCLAIR,  Chairman. 


SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Southbridge: 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  submit  herewith  my  third  annual 
report  which  is  the  fifty-second  such  report  issued  by 
the  superintendents  of  the  public  schools  of  Southbridge. 

THE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

The  two  new  schools  opened  in  September  eliminated 
eight  schools  that  were  unsatisfactory  in  many  respects. 
Although  there  are  many  advantages  which  are  begin- 
ning to  accrue,  the  chief  one  already  evident  is  the  bet- 
ter classification  of  school  pupils,  which  enables  both 
individuals  and  groups  to  follow  a  program  more  ac- 
ceptable in  scope,  articulation,  and  continuity. 

When  a  child  is  in  the  same  building  and  under  the 
same  principal  and  group  of  teachers  throughout  the- 
six  years  of  his  elementary  course,  it  is  much  easier  to 
know  and  understand  his  needs,  give  proper  attention 
to  them,  and  adapt  the  work  of  the  school  to  them.  Un- 
der a  system  whereby  a  child  entered  the  first  grade 
in  Elm  Street,  moved  to  Town  Hall  for  the  second  grade^ 
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Marcy  Street  for  the  third  and  fourth  grades,  and  pos- 
sibly Central  Mills  for  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades,  much 
lost  motion  resulted  in  attempting  to  adapt  the  work  of 
the  school  to  his  needs.  H)e  was  almost  an  entire  stranger 
±0  the  school  every  September. 

School  children  of  the  same  age  chronologically  have 
vastly  different  rates  of  progress.  Work  in  each  class- 
room must  be  adapted  to  several  different  groups.  There 
are  few,  if  any,  classrooms  where  it  is  possible  to  have 
less  than  three  or  four  groups  doing  an  entirely  differ- 
fent  thing  at  least  part  of  every  school  day.  An  attempt 
to  prescribe  the  same  program  for  all  would  mean  that 
fast  ones  would  be  held  to  a  slow  level  or  slow  ones  wuld 
be  hopelessly  overburdened. 

There  are  many  activities  and  experiences  that  may 
be  common  to  the  entire  room,  but  in  an  age  when  the 
T-ocabulary  of  practically  all  textbooks  of  the  element- 
ary school  is  carefully  and  scientifically  graded,  children 
.should  be  carefully  and  scientificilly  prescribed  for  edu- 
xiationally. 

The  teachers  in  Southbridge  are  doing  everything  in 
their  power  to  fight  against  the  waste  of  time  which  re- 
sults when  some  children  are  given  tasks  hopelessly  be- 
yond them,  while  the  others  sit  by  and  waste  time.  At 
the  end  of  the  week,  each  school  child  should  have  shar- 
ed in  five  different  days  of  experience,  rather  than  in 
one  day's  experience  repeated  five  times.  In  short,  we 
ar  trying  to  economize  by  preventing  needless  reteach- 
ing,  as  well  as  by  preventing  the  fast  learners  from  loaf- 
ing. 

A  good  teacher  increasingly  becomes  a  better  teacher 
to  the  extent  that  she  uses  methods  and  devices  to  eco- 
nomize in  the  time  required  to  teach  a  given  lesson  or 
unit  so  that  it  will  stay  taught.  This  cannot  happen  when 
the  slow  are  geared  up  to  the  average  or  the  fast  geared 
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down  accordingly.  Good  school  buildings  can  be  of  great 
assistance  in  providing  the  laboratory,  but  they  are  use- 
less unless  manned  by  a  staff  of  good  teachers.  The  Su- 
perintendent of  Schools  is  proud  of  the  manner  in  which 
Southbridge  teachers  are  attacking  their  problems. 

The  techniques  and  procedures  in  dealing  with  ele- 
mentary school  children  are  much  different  than  twenty 
years  ago.  The  3  R's — or  the  tools  of  learning — are  the 
means  rather  than  the  end.  The  aim  is  the  moral,  men- 
tal, physical,  emotional,  and  social  growth  of  the 
child.  The  new  elementary  schools  in  our  town  will  con- 
tribute much  to  enable  teachers  to  better  achieve  this 
aim. 

MARY  E.  WELLS  HIGH  SCHOOL 

With  en  enrolment  of  626  in  the  high  school  on  Octo- 
ber 1,  1936,  another  new  high  record  has  been  reached. 
The  membership  for  twenty  years  ago  W;as  142  and  for 
ten  years  ago,  296. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  December  31st,  1916 
report : 

"The  new  building  will  be  occupied  for  the  first 
time  next  September.  The  building  is  designed 
to  accommodate  300  pupils.  The  high  school 
will  probably  number  150  pupils  at  least,  and, 
if  the  ninth  grade,  about  60  pupils,  is  taken  in, 
the  building  will  be  fairly  full  at  the  start." 

In  September  1936,  16  new  rooms  were  occupied  to 
"accommodate  vocational  school,  continuation  school  and 
other  classes." 

Beginning  in  September  1936,  the  seventh  grade  was 
moved  to  the  Marcy  Street  school.  There  remain  626  pu- 
pils in  grade  9  to  12  and  216  pupils  in  grade  8,  a  total 
of  842  pupils  in  a  building  originally  planned,  with  ad- 
dition, to  accommodate  780.  This  requires  the  continued 
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use  of  some  basement  classrooms,  which  we  hoped  to 
eliminate,  for  regular  classroom  use  when  the  new  ele- 
mentary schools  were  completed. 

While  there  is  a  slight  relief  from  the  congestion  of 
the  year  before,  the  removal  of  the  7th  graders  did  not 
leave  any  unoccupied  space  in  the  high  school  building. 

A  study  of  past  enrolments  and  predictions  shows 
the  impossibility  of  predicting  future  enrolments,  but 
there  is  reason  to  believe  the  next  decade  will  not  show 
the  growth  of  the  past  two  decades.  During  the  past 
two  or  three  years,  there  has  been  a  less  rapid  rate  of 
increase  and  it  is  possible  the  peak  is  near  unless  there 
is  a  great  increase  in  population. 

The  high  school  curriculum  and  teaching  are  keeping 
pace  with  the  best.  For  further  details,  please  see  Mr. 
Greene's  report. 

THIB  COLE  TRADE  SCHOOL 

In  my  last  year's  report,  there  was  a  detailed  discus- 
sion of  the  work  of  the  Cole  Trade  School,  Within  the 
scope  of  the  courses  offered,  its  cooperative  plan  is  be- 
ing carried  out  with  success  in  several  local  industries, 
and  is  becoming  more  effective  and  beneficial  each  year. 
The  Trade  School  has  something  to  offer  any  bright,  in- 
dustrious boy,  who  wants  to  be  prepared  to  do  some- 
thing when  he  finishes  school.  None  of  the  graduates 
of  this  school  have  to  stand  in  line  hunting  for  jobs.  It 
is  even  surprising  to  note  the  success  of  those,  who  state 
on  their  application  blank  that  they  have  attended  thisf 
school.  Attention  and  serious  consideration  should  be 
given  to  Mr.  Morrell's  report  and  recommendations,  in- 
cluded herein. 

THE  EVENING  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 

Evening  Trade  Extensin  classes  reopened  in  October 
for  the  first  time  since  April  6,  1932.    This  extension 
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training  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  employed  per- 
sons in  their  own  field  and  the  next  step  beyond  their 
own  field  is  education  at  its  best.  115  pupils  enrolled. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  towin  will  be  able  to  meet  the  stu- 
dent demand  for  this  type  of  wOrk  indefinitely. 

THE  ELEMENTARY  EVENING  SCHOOLS 

The  enrollment  in  the  Americanization  classes  at  th^ 
end  of  Decemiber  was  63,  representing  nationalities  as 


follows : 

Albanian    8 

Canadian    29 

Greek    2 

Italian    13 

Polish   10 

Roumanian    1 


63 

Of  the  above,  all  of  whom  desire  American  citizen- 
ship, there  are  15  illiterates  under  21  and  11  illiterates 
over  21. 

GIRLS^  OOiNTINUATION  SCHOOL 

Miss  Mary  Meagher,  the  first  and  only  principal  of 
the  girls'  Continuation  School  until  her  retirement  in 
1936,  has  given  a  general  review  of  this  work  from  its 
beginning  w^hich  v/ill  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  report. 
Miss  Meagher's  keen  interest  in  these  girls  and  their 
welfare  made  this  school  an  outstanding  one  of  its  type. 

VISUAL  EDUCATION 

Included  with  the  equipment  at  the  new  schools  were 
silent  and  sound  16  mm.  film  projectors,  lantern  slide 
projectors,  film-strip  projectors,  and  opaque  projectors, 
together  with  a  generous  supply  of  film  strips  and  lan- 
tern sHde  units.  An  adjustment  in  the  program  of  the 
special  classes  enabled  us  to  provide  half  time  of  one 
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instructor  to  developing  a  visual  aids  department  which 
includes  the  above  equipment  together  with  all  sorts  of 
specimens,  displays  and  teaching  aids  to  supplement  the 
textbooks  and  work  of  the  teacher.  This  material  is  be- 
ing indexed  and  classified  so  that  it  is  rapidly  becoming 
available  to  all  teachers.  Arrangements  are  being  made 
so  that  many  films  can  be  rented  or  borrowed  under  co- 
operative low  cost  plans. 

It  remains  for  the  future  to  determine  the  full  value 
of  this  program,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  this  depart: 
ment  will  perform  an  important  function  in  improving 
-and  shortening  the  learning  process  in  many  fields.  Vis- 
ual aids  can  do  more  than  the  textbook  in  less  time  to 
enable  children  to  have  the  nearest  thing  to  an  actual 
experience.  It  is  one  thing  to  read  about  the  Presidential 
Inauguration,  but  how^  much  more  learning  takes  place 
when  the  reading  is  accompanied  by  photographs  show- 
ing the  taking  of  the  oath,  the  city  of  Washington,  the 
parade,  the  reviewing  stand,  etc.!  A  similar  comparison 
can  be  made  almost  daily  in  every  classroom.  Children 
can  see  the  coffee  plantation  in  Brazil,  the  rice  or  tea 
harvest  in  China,  or  the  silver  mining  in  Nevada  in  ad- 
dition to  reading  that  such  activities  exist  there. 

It  is  often  said  that  experience  is  the  best  teacher. 
Yisual  aids  of  all  kinds  seem  the  best  substitute  when 
experience  is  impossible. 

PRESENT  NEEDS 

1.  The  greatest  need  at  the  present  time  is  a  compre- 
hensive program  of  physical  education  which  will  in- 
clude all  boys  and  girls  in  grades  1-12.  Several  element- 
ary teachers  are  doing  good  work  with  their  own  classes, 
but  this  work  puffers  for  lack  of  a  trained  specialist  de- 
voting full  time  to  this  work. 

The  desirable  situation  would  be  to  have  both  a  man 
and  a  woman  giving  all  or  a  major  portion  of  their  time 
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to  this  field.  The  pupils  in  grades  7-12  would  necessarily 
use  the  West  Street  gymnasium  and  adjoining  athletic 
field.  Ways  and  means  of  reorganizing  the  high  school 
program,  so  that  the  expense  involved  would  not  mate- 
rially increase  the  budget,  are  being  studied.  As  far  as 
grades  7-12  are  concerned,  such  instruction  should  be 
provided  by  replacement  rather  than  addition  to  the 
staff.  One  of  my  monthly  reports  in  the  near  future 
will  review  in  detail  the  reasons  for  such  a  program  and 
suggest  the  type  of  program  to  be  desired. 

2.  In  the  interest  of  safety,  sidewalks  are  badly  needed 
along  Eastford  Road  and  West  Street.  Much  of  the 
danger  along  Eastford  Road  could  be  eliminated  if  chil- 
dren residing  in  the  neighborhood  of  Marcy  Street,  Hart- 
well  Street,  Spring  Street,  Columbus  Avenue,  and  Wood- 
land Avenue  could  cut  across  to  school  without  going 
down  Hartwell  Street  to  its  intersection  with  Eastford 
Road.  It  is  recommended  that  the  School  Committee  call 
this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  proper  town  author- 
ities. 

THE  TRANSPORTATION  PROBLEM 

Although  the  new  elementary  schools  have  many  ad- 
vantages, the  closing  of  eight  scattered  schools  requires 
that  many  elementary  school  children  walk  more  than 
a  mile  to  school.  This  is  particularly  true  of  pupils  in 
the  5th  and  6th  grades  who  live  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Mechanic  Street  School.  Transportation  has  been 
provided  to  all  children  living  more  than  IV2  niiles,  to 
very  young  children  living  slightly  less  than  that  dis- 
tance, and  in  other  cases  where  additional  expense  is 
not  involved,  because  a  ^us  on  the  same  road  would  be 
only  partially  filled,  if  carrying  only  the  children  who 
live  beyond  II/2  miles. 

TEACHER  QUALIFICATIONS 

Nearly  fifty  per  cent  of  our  teachers  attended  sum^ 
mer  school  in  1936.  About  40  teachers  are  now  register- 
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ed  in  a  class  in  Visual  Education  being  conducted  in 
Southbridge  by  Professor  Abraham  Krasker  of  Bostou 
University. 

Several  teachers  have  been  awarded  advanced  degrees 
and  others  are  nearing  completion  of  their  requirements. 
This  is  evidence  of  an  excellent  professional  attitude 
and  desire  of  teachers  to  render  better  service  to  thQ 
boys  and  girls  of  Southbridge. 

APPRECIATION 
This  report  would  be  inadequate  without  mention  of 
the  generous  cooperation  and  aid  rendered  by  a  most  ca- 
pable, staff  of  co-workers  in  all  departments.  Southbridge 
teachers  spend  many  long  hours  in  behalf  of  the  school 
during  the  time  that  classes  are  not  actually  in  session.. 
Many  of  our  best  teachers  probably  do  not  do  half  of. 
their  work  during  school  hours.  Good  school  work  can. 
only  come  from  careful  planning  cn  the  part  of  the 
teacher. 

The  careful  work  and  consideration  of  the  members 
of  the  School  Ctm.mittee  also  adds  much  to  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Superintendent's  task.  Few  citizens  realize 
the  sacrifices  from  their  own  duties  made  by  the  School 
Committee  of  Southbridge  in  behalf  of  our  boys  and 
girls.  I  appreciate  your  continued  support  and  coopera- 
tion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
FULLER  L.  AUSTIN,  Supt.  of  Schoor^. 

STATISTICAL  REPORT 

Throughout,  this  report  the  year  relative  to  attendance  extends 
from  September,  1935  to  July,  1936;  the  year  relative  to  expend- 
itures from  January  1,  1936  to  January  1,  1937. 


l_POPULATION  and  VALUATION 

Population  of  town,  census  of  1930   

Population  of  town,  census  of  1935   


15,78fi 


Assessed  valuation  cf  tcwu  (Jan.  1,  1936)    $12,244,770.00 

Kumber  of  polls,  male    4,944 

Jlate  of   taxation    $37.50 

Valuation  of  school  houses  and  lots    $783,750.00 

Valuation  cf  other  school  property    $70,014.00 


II.— SCHOOL  HOUSES 
1936-37 

I.    Mary  E.  Wells  High  School 
S.    Cole  Trade  School 
5.    Marcy  Street  School 

4.  Mechanic  Street  School 

5.  River  Street  School 
6-    West  Street  School 

7.    Eastford  Road  School 

1935-36 

First  five  on  above  list,  and 

1.  Town  Hall  School 

2.  School  Street  School 
5.    Central  Mills  School 

4.  Sandersdale  School 

5.  Dennieon  District  School 

6.  Elm  Street  School 

7.  Lebanon  Hill  School 
S.    Engine  House  School 

9.    Bacon  District  School  (unoccupied) 

III.— TEACHERS  (Including  Trade  School) 

Kumber  of  male  teachers    18 

Number  of  female  teachers    59 

77 

IV.— PUPILS 

Number  of  children  in  town  October  1,  as  reported  by  the  cen- 


sus enumerator: 

1935  1936 

IBetTcreen  the  ages  of  5  to  16    3224  3090 

tietween  the  ages  of  5  and  7    464  429 

between  the  ages  of  7  and  14    2103  2005 

Between  the  ages  cf  14  and  16   657  656 

Total  enrollment  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS    2023  2015 
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Average   membeiship    1948  1928 

Average  daily  attendance    1871  1832 

Number  between  5  and  7   163  190 

Number  between  7  and  14    1195  lllS 

Number  between  14  and  16    421  432 

Number  over  16  years  of  age    244  275 

Number  enrolled  at  NOTRE  DAME    703  719 

Number  between  5  and  7    20  81 

Number  between  7  and  14    639  530 

Number  between  14  and   16    42  10^ 

Number  over  16  years  cf  age    2  2 

Average  membership    665  677 

Average  attendance    661  674 

Number  of  teachers    18  13 

Number  enrolled  at  SACRED  HEART    461  45^ 

Number  between  5  and  7    103  110 

Number  between  7  and  14    325  313 

Number  between  14  and  16    33  36 

Number  over  16  years  of  age    0  0 

Average  membership    460  442 

Average  attendance    445  417 

Number  of  teaceis    9  ft, 

Number  enrolled  at  ST.  MARY'S    205  217 

Number  between  5  and  7    26  32 

Number  between  7  and  14    139  141. 

Number  between  14  and  16    27  2$ 

Number  over  16  years  of  age    13 

Average  membership    199  211 

Average  attendance    191  201 

Number  of  teachers    8  % 


v.— PER  PUPIL  COSTS 

(School  year  ending  June  30,  1936 
Pupils  in  grades  1-12;  trade  echool  not  included) 


♦Column  No. 

12        Average   membership  grades   1-12    192% 

46        Expenditures  for  all  purposes  grades  1-12  $149,260.52 
47A        Cost  per  pupil  in  average  membership, 

grades  1-12    $77.42 

**47A      State  average  cost  per  pupil  in  average 

membership,  grades  1-12    $84.50 

63        Average  membership,  grades  1-8    1361 


e4  Expenditure  for  all  purposes,  grades  1-8  .  .  $94,687.51 
65        Cost  per  pupil  in  average  membership, 

grades  1-8  $69.57 
***65       State  average  cost  per  pupil  in  average 

membership,  gra.de«3  1-8    $71.64 

117  Average  membership,  grades  9-12    567 

118  Expenditures  for  all  purposes,  grades  9-12  $49,687.35 

119  Cost  per  pupil  in  average  membership, 

grades  9-12  $87.63 

**119      State  average  cost  per  pupil,  grades  9-12    $97.75 

^Reference:  To  same  column  numbers  in  Annual  Report  of  the 
State  Department  of  Education  for  school  year  ending  June 
30,  1936,  Part  II. 

**A11  towns  in  state  above  5,000  population  hut  not  including  the 
39  cities.   (83  towns  in  this  group). 

CHANGE  OF  TEACH ERS— Resigned 


April 

Clune 

"June 

June 

June 

June 

August 

September 

i^ovember 

^^ovember 

November 


April 

September 

September 
September 
September 
September 

October 
November 


Catherine  S.  Cornish 
Mary  F.  McReynolds 
Mary  E.  Meagher 
Neil  C.  Robinson 
Agnes  Meagher 
Stella  Gay 
Helen  Clarke 
Herman  Persson 
Alice  Phinney 
Grace  B.  Noyes 
A,  Bernard  Peterson 

Appointed 

T.  Dolores  Rousseau 
Mary  C.  Serra 

Lenore  Thompson 
Milton  E.  Mickelson 
Cecile  Marie  Pinard 
Helen  B.  Haskins 

Leo  Grenier 

Paul  E.  Dion  i 


Sandersdale 
High 
High 
High 
School  Street 
.  Dennison 
Cole  Trade 
Cole  Trade 
High 

Marcy  Grammar 
High 


West  Street 
West  Street 
E^tford  Road 
High 
High 
Marcy  Street 
Marcy  Street 
High 
Cole  Trade 
High 
Special 
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CORPS  OF  TEACHERS— January  1,  1937 

Ist  Appt.    Position  College  Attended 

Fuller  Ia  Austin  1934     Supt.        U.  of  Nebr.   (a)  (b) 

Harvard  (b) 

Leona  LaFortune  1926     Sec  to  Supt. 

M.  E.  W.  High  School 

MARY  E.  W^LLS  HIGH 


*Channing  H.  Greene  1929 

Elsie  Hofstra  1933 

Pauline  M.  Aueoin  1920 

Robert  V.  Beals  1931 

Kathr>Ti  Beauregard  1922 

Constance   Coderre  1929 

Hannah  B.  Cook  1929 

Luise  B.  Corbin  1924 

Paul  Ehon  1936 

Evelyn  Dover  1934 

Priecilla  Drake  1928 

Martin  Earls  1934 

Marjorie  D.  Fitch  1933 

Thecla  Fitzgerald  1920 

Alice  D.  Gaumond  1935 

C.  Estelle  Hefner  1933 

Persis  Howe  1930 

Stefanie  Kozyra  1934 

Dorothy  M.  Lanphear  1935 

Joseph  B.  Lanza  1929 


Notes — (a)  Bachelor's  Degree 
(c)  Graduate  Work 


Principal  Middlebury  (a) 

U.  of  N.  H.  (b) 
Mass.  Ext.  Service  (c) 
Sec.  to  Prin.      Becker's  College 
Com.  &  French  B.  U.  (a) 

Sci.  &  Soc.  St.       Harvard  (a) 
U.  of  N.  H.  (b) 
French  &  Math. 

Middlebury  (a)  (c) 
Commercial  Simmons  (a) 

B.  U.  (c) 

Sci.&  Soc.  St.  Hyannis  T.  C.(a) 
Home  Economics  Wheaton 
Special  Pupils  R.  I.  College 
of  Ed.  (a)  (c) 
Foods  &  Cloth.  Mass.  S.  C.  (a) 
History  &  Soc.  St.  B.  U.  (a)  (b) 
English  Holy  Cross  (a) 

Columbia  (c)  Harvard  (c) 
Special  Bridgewater  T  C.  (a) 
Pupils  Columbia(c)Simmons(c) 
English,  News  Radcliffe  (a) 
Writing,  Drama  B.  U.  (b) 

Science  Mass.  S.  C.  (a) 

Clark  U.  (c) 
Latin  &  Eng.  BrowTi  U.  (a") 
Commercial  Salem  T.  C.  (a) 
Clark  U.(c)  Columbia (c) 
Math.  8th  gr.  Fltchburg  T.C. (a) 
Arith.  Winnetka  (c) 

English  Worcester  T.  C.  (a) 
Manual  Arts       Fitchburg  T.  C. 

(b)  Advanced  Degree 
*  Principal 
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Harry  J.  McMahon 


Milton  E.  Mickelson 

Agnes  Parsons 
Cecile  M.  Pinard 

Eva  Poulin 

Rosalie  Rubenstein 
Marie  J.  Saunders 

S.  Hayward  Snell 
Lenore  E.  Thompson 

Frances  Troy 
William  L.  Winston 


1st  Appt. 
1926 


1936 

1934 
1936 

1932 

1926: 
1924 

1935 
1936 

1927 
1935 


Position  College  Attended 

Sci.&Phys.  Ed.  Holy  Cross  (a) 
Harvard (c)  B.  U.(c> 
Mas6.  Ext.  Service (c> 

Hist.  & 

Occupations  Harvard  (a)  (b> 
Ccm.&Eng.  UofVt.(a)  B.  U.(c). 
Eug.&  Soc.  St.  Worcester  T.C.(a> 
Columbia  (c> 
Hist.  &  Worcester  T.  C.(a> 
Social  Studies  Clark  U.(b) 

Music  N.  E.  Conservatory 

Math.,  Eng.  & 

Social  Studies    Westchester  Nor, 
English    Clark  U (a)  Harvard (c) 
Mechanical  Draw. 
&  Art  Gorham  T.  C. 

Com.         SalemT.C.(a)  B.U.(c) 


Berg  Paraghamian 


Commercial 


Sub.  Math. 


SalemT.C.(a) 
Harvard  (b) 
Harvard  (a)  (h> 


MARCY  STREET  SCHOOL 


^Laura  B.  Desmarais  1922 

Ruth  Beck  1928 

Irene  Gcugh  1914 

Marjcrie  V.  Harrington  1933 

Helen  B.  Haskins  1936 

Gabrielle  P.  Lanouette  1930 

May  O.  Simpson  1911 

Bertha  L.  Wallace  1922 

Julia  C.  Yott  1917 

Mary  McCabe  1890 


VII  & 

Continuation 
Special  Pupils 
IV 

Eng.& 
Soc.  St 


Lowell  T.  C, 
M.  E.  W.  H.  S, 

School  of  Dom.  Science 
Bridgewater  T.  'C.(a) 
U.  of  Colorado (€> 


Assistant  in  VII 
VII 

Special  Pupils 
Math.&  Sci.VII 
Math.&  Sci.VII 
I  &  II 


Worcester  T.  C. 

U.  of  N.  H. 
Worcester  T.C, 
Hyannis  T.C. 
Fitchburg  T.C. 
Quincy  Training 


COLE  TRADE  SCHOOL 


'Clark  H.  Morrell 


1931  Director 


B.r 


Margaret  R.  Connolly 
Nils  Engstroni 


1922 


1920 


Sec.  to 

Director 

Electricity, 


State  Courses 
at  Fitchburg 
N.  E.  School 
Sec.  Science 
Mass.S.  C,  State 


Notes — '(a)  Bachelor's  Degree 
(c)  Graduate  Work 


(b)  Advanced  Degree 
Principal  or  Director 
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Leo  Grenier 
Emery  Lavallee 
Fiank  Olson 
Herman  PoUey 
PYank  P.  Skinyon 
Lawrence  Swenson 


1st  Appt.  Position 
Academic 
1936  Machinery 


1926  Drawing 


1929  Machinery 


1933 


1934 


1932 


College  Attended 
Courses  at  Fitchburg 
Cole  iTrade,  State 
Extension  Coursee 
Fitchburg  Voc,  State 
Courses  at  Fitchburg 
Mass.  Inst..  Tecli 
Fitchburg 

Auto  Wentworth  Tnst.,  State 
Mechanics  Courses  at  Fitchburg 
Wood-  Fitchburg  T.  C.(a) 

working      St.  Cors.  at  Fitchburg 
Machinery         Wentworth  Inst., 
Fitchburg 


EASTFORD  ROAD  SCHOOL 


♦Margaret  G.  Butler 

1892 

Special  Pupils         Hyannis  T.  C. 

Laurenda  Boyer 

1928 

VI 

B.  U. 

Helen  Houlberg 

1930 

YI 

Fitchburg  T.  C. 

Mabel  Joy 

1915 

V 

Salem  T.  C. 

Annie  Marcy 

1900 

V 

Worcester  T.  C. 

Nathalie  Morey 

1933 

I 

Lowell  T.  C.(a) 

Julia  Morrill 

1914 

III 

St.  Joseph  Normal 

Pauline  Roy 

1923 

)IV 

North  Adams 'T.  C. 

Mary  Serra 

1936 

Special  Pupils  WestfieldT.C.(a) 

Half  Time  Columbia(c) 

Alice  Wixted 

1926 

V 

North  Adams  T.  C. 

WEST 

SiTREET  1 

SCHOOL 

♦Elizabeth  S.  Hall 

1916 

VI 

Colby 

iCorinne  Beaudreau 

1924 

IV 

State  Extension  Courses 

Mary  L.  Boardman 

1891 

II 

State  Extension  Courses 

Gelestine  M.  Carey 

1932 

VI 

Our  Lady  of  the  Elms 

Bertha  Foley 

1912 

III 

Worcester  T.  C. 

Elizabeth  W.  Higgins 

1935 

V 

Middlebury(a) 

U.  of  Maine  (c) 

T.  Dolores  Rousseau 

1936 

I 

Universite  de  Paris  (a) 

Columbia(c) 

Ruth  Sampson 

1930 

V 

Westfield  T.  C. 

Mary  Serra 

1936 

VI  Half  Time    Westfield  T.  C. (a) 

Notes — (a)  Bachelor's  Degree 
*  Principal 


Columbia  (c) 
(c)  Graduate  Work 
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lat  Appt.     Position  College  Attended 

MECHANIC  STREET  SCHOO'L 


♦Jennie  G.  Monroe 

1905 

IV                    Bridgewater  T.  C. 

Mabel  Chamberlain 

1902 

II           State  Extension  Courses 

Mary  Chaee 

1906 

III                      Thompson  High 

Ellen  S towers 

1933 

I                      Wheelock  School 

RR^EIR  STREEiT  SCHOOL 

*Anna  H  err  on 

1931 

IV  «fe  W                 Fitchburg  T.  C. 

Editb  Randall 

1920 

II  &  III    State  Extension  Courses 

Jeannette  Stone 

1898 

V                           Hyannis  T.  C. 

SlPECIAL  TEACHERS 

Margaret  G.  Butler 

1892 

Director  of  Hyannis 

Americanization  T.C 

Sylvia  L.  Claflin** 

1929 

Leave  of  Absence  Westfield  T.  C. 

l^iura  B.  Desmarais 

1922 

Director  of  Lowell 

Continuation                       T.  C. 

Paul  Dion 

1936 

Visual                      R.  I. College 

Education                of  Ed.  (a)  (c) 

Hoee  J.  Prescott 

1935 

Lip-Reading          Salem  T.  C.  (a) 

JANITORS 

Rosario  Bertrand 

1936 

West  Street  Schoo-l 

Fred  Gelineau 

1923 

Marcy  Street 

U.  A.  Goodell 

1916 

Mary  E.  Wells  High 

Edward  Grant 

1919 

River  Street 

Narcisse  Lapierre 

1930 

Mechanic  Street 

Felix  Laval  lee 

1923 

Mary  E.  Wells  High 

Rodolphe  L'Homme 

1935 

Mary  E.  Wells  Hig-h 

Armand  Mathieu 

1936 

Eastford  Road 

Charles  Quevillon 

1928 

Cole  Trade  School 

Notes — (a)  Bachelor's  Degree  (c)  Graduate  Work 

*  Principal  **  On  L^ave  of  Absence 


STATISTICS  FROM  SCHOOL  REGISTERS 

School  Year  Ending  July  1,  1936 

Aver. 

Tot.    Daily  Aver.  P.  C. 

Boys  Gls.  Tot.  iMem.     Att.  Mem.  ofAtt. 

High  School                     280    338    618    614    543.84  567.06  95.05 

Marcy  St.  Grammar  VIII    16     19      35     35     32.16  33.16  96.96 

Marcy  St.  Grammar  VIH    16     21     37     38     35.23  36.99  95.27 

Marcy  St.  Grammar  VIII   17     20     37     40     34.96  36.20  96.39 
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Boys 

Gls. 

Tot. 
Tot.  IMem. 

Aver. 
Daily 
Att. 

Aver.  P.  C. 
Mem.  of  Att. 

Marcy  St.  G-ra,iniiia.r  VILI 
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98 
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15 

16 

31 
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TVrprhflTiio  Strpf^t  T 

\^\^  xXCL  Li  IKy      kJwlt/t^U  A 

15 

17 

32 

3,2 

29.47 

31.11 

94.73 

River  Street  I 

12 

14 

26 

26 

22.46 

24.48 

91.35 

School  Street  I 

12 

11 

23 

24 

22.02 

23.3 

94.5f 

Town  Hall  I 

16 

18 

34 

37 

30.77 

34.34 

89.58 

Dennison,  I,  IH.  V  &  VI 

18 

4 

22 

22 

18.94 

19.69 

96.0S 

Lebanon  Hill  I-V 

15 

5 

20 

20 

17.97 

18.82 

95.56 

Sandersdale  I-III 

13 

12 

25 

25 

21.33 

24.36 

90.27 

Marcy  Elem.  Special 

4 

8 

12 

13 

11.89 

12.57 

92.77 

Marcy  Elem.  Special 

16 

16 

20 

18.17 

18.29 

95.56 

Marcy  Grammar  Special 

21 

10 

31 

34 

26.05 

27.79 

93.69 

995  1020 

2016 

2072 

1832.98 

1929.66 

94.41 
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Aver. 

T'Qt.    Daily  Aver.  P. 

Boys  Gls.  Tot.  Mem.    Att.  Mem.  ofAtt. 

236         236    236      61.46  65.06  94j53 

58      58      58      14.41  29.37  98.93 

ENROLLMENT  BY  AGE  AND  GRADE 

October  1,  1935— ^BOYS 
Age 


Grade 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19  20 

Tot, 

I 

19 

55 

6 

1 

81 

II 

15 

45 

8 

5 

1 

2 

1 

77 

m 

1 

7 

28 

12 

11 

5 

64 

IV 

6 

19 

35 

16 

10 

6 

1 

|93 

V 

2 

9 

47 

16 

10 

5 

1 

90 

VI 

1 

14 

34 

19 

10 

3 

1 

82 

VII 

1 

14 

41 

26 

12 

2 

1 

97 

VIII 

1 

14 

31 

20 

13 

3 

82 

IX 

1 

19 

41 

23 

6 

1 

91 

X 

1 

23 

27 

17 

6 

2 

76 

XI 

1 

12 

30 

21 

1 

2 

67 

XII 

1 

13 

25 

7 

1 

47 

Specials 

1 

1 

3 

8 

2 

3 

16 

4 

1 

39 

Total 

19 

71 

64 

59 

63 

93 

88' 

95  96;  118  83  70  54 

10 

3 

98^ 

ENROLLMENT  BY  AGE  AND  GRADE 

October  1,  1935— iGIRsLS 
Age 


Grade 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19  20 

Tot, 

I 

23 

53 

5 

1 

82 

11 

15 

30 

6 

2 

53 

m 

3 

27 

35 

12 

3 

1 

80 

IV 

1 

19 

31 

12 

3 

2 

1 

1 

7a 

V 

3 

15 

39 

12 

3 

4 

7e 

VI 

6 

50 

26 

7 

8» 

VII 

1 

5 

21 

40 

32 

10 

1 

3 

113 

VIII 

2 

15 

53 

22 

6 

2 

100 

IX 

8 

22 

44 

|21 

2 

97 

X 

3 

31 

56 

19 

5 

4 

118 

XI 

7 

20 

35 

10 

2 

1 

75 

XII 

17 

23 

6 

4& 

Specials 

1 

2 

4 

3 

10 

Total 

23 

70 

63 

64 

61 

65 

89 

95124  119107 

78 

38 

12 

1 

1009 

Cole  Trade 
Continuation 
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The  date  October  1,  1935,  appearing  on  page  41  of  Annual  Report 
— -Southbridge  School  CommiLtee,  year  ending  December  31,  1935, 
is  incorrect.     The  correct  date  for  this  table  is  October  1,  1934. 


SCHOOL  SAVINGS 


The  following  is  the  amount  of  deposits  for  the  year  ending 


October  31.  1936: 

Marcy  Street  Elementary    $1,115.96 

Mechanic  Street  School    505.44 

School  Street  School    757.93 

Engine  House  School    172.77 

River  Street  School    760.90 

Marcy  Street  Grammar  School    919.47 

Pennison   District  School    28.18 

Town  Hall  School    408.81 

Central  Mills  School    440.24 


Total  Deposits  $5,109.70 

Number  enrolled  depositors    527 

Number  of  deposits    9,239 

Transferred  to  pass  books    $3,730.20 

Total  deposits  to  October  31,  1936    $101,251.04 

New  books  issued    90 

Average  deposits,  1935    $9.41 

Average  deposits,  1936    $9.70 


Report  of  the  Principal 
MARY  E.  WELLS  HIGH  SCHOOL 
Mr.  Channing  H.  Greene 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  my  eighth  annual  report  as 
Principal  of  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  is  hereby  submitted. 

The  opening  of  the  new  schools  permitted  us  to  transfer  the 
seventh  grade  to  the  former  Marcy  Elementary  School  building 
and  we  are  operating  Si&  a  five-grade  unit. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  1936-1937  is  divided  as  follows: 

Post-graduates  2,  Seniors  106,  Juniors  130,  Sophomores  149, 
Freshmen  238,  and  eighth  grade  257 — a  total  of  882  pupils. 

Ninety-two  pupils  were  graduated  on  June  18,  1936.  Tlieir  name« 
and  courses  completed  are  herein  listed. 
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ACADE.\UC 

Janet  Susan  Kozyra 
Jay  iLouis  Labelle 
Frank  Thomas  Locki 
Esther  Elliott  Ostrander 
Lionel  Antonio  Proulx 
Irene  France  Ryan 
Casimir  Adam  Swiacki 
Dwight  Albert  Webster 
BOOKKEEPING 
Yvette  Marie  Beaudoin  Lorraine  Aline  Pontbriand 

Robert  Morse  Beck  Elodia  Agnes  Renaud 

Peter  Henry  Damian  Frank  Rosario  Silvestri 

Catherine  Weaver 
GENERAL 


Grace  Irene  Arick 
Walter  Gray  Buckley,  Jr. 
Doris  Rosalie  Crandall 
Joseph  Wilfred  Dumas 
George  Daniel  Dumas 
Lawrence  John  Freeman 
Bernard  William  Hefner 
Edward  Shackford  Hobson 


Laura  Mae  Abbott 
Nora  Barbara  Adamick 
Ernestine  Elizabeth  Andrews 
Alphonse  Raymond  Barthelette 
Edmond  William  Bastek 
Stanley  Thomas  Blackmer 
Richard  Armand  Bourdeau 
Oswald  Edgar  Brodeur 
Arietta  Mae  Brouillard 
Rita  Marguerite  Casavant 
George  John  Constantine 
Jennie  Mary  Ann  Ciukaj 
Roger  Joseph  Dion 
Nadia  Louise  Dumas 
John  Edmond  Farland 
Fabienne  Adelena  Favreau 
Joseph  David  Federico 
Wilfred  Everett  Gagnon 
Harry  Dyer  Gilman 
Clarence  George  Green 
Alfred  Franklin  Horr 
Walter  Wayland  Howard 
Edgar  Martin  Howlett 
Mario  Joeeph  DeAngelis 


Gordon  McKinley  Huntley 
Leona  May  Joslin 
Mavis  Kinney 
Charles  John  Klockowski 
Peter  Krasowsky 
Ncrbert  Francis  Lango 
Roland  Adelard  Lavallee 
Herbert  Theophile  Lavoie 
John  Joseph  Libera 
Fred  Charles  Maramo 
Rita  Theresa  Martel 
Edward  Martin 
Bertha  Anna  Matys 
Mary  Stefany  Misiaszek 
James  Andrew  Monaco 
Shirley  Mae  Morse 
Lillian  Anna  Phipps 
Albert  Taylor  Plimpton,  Jr. 
Romeo  Proulx 
Dorothy  Alice  Putnam 
Annie  Marion  Raimondo 
Rohert  Lester  Reynolds 
Frank  Willard  Sheldon 
Michael  Joseph  Silvestri 


Daniel  Crafts  Woodhur>' 
STENOGRAPHIC 
Mary  Louise  Barbierri  Marion  Olive  Lawrence 

Yvette  Clorinthe  Belanger  Yvonne  Valerie  Leecarbeau. 
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Grertrude  Ruth  Bousquet  Alice  Mary  Libera 

Esther  Lillian  Butterworth  Rose  Mary  Prendergast 

Gertrude  Rachelle  Duquette  Doris  Louise  Renaud 

Eleanor  Mary  Evans  Odette  Gabrielle  Reno 

Dorothy  Victoria  Gillespie  Loraine  Eleonore  Richard 

Rita  Eva  Gregoire  Jeannette  Marjorie  Welsh 

STENOGRAPHIC  and  BOOKKEEPING 
Beatrice  Elizabeth  Homicz  Helen  Ann  MoCann 

Dorothy  Louise  Webster 

Our  work  is  organized  into  nine  major  departments  and  I  will 
endeavor  to  commeut  on  interesting  features  found  in  each  ona. 
Commercial  Department 

We  were  able  to  introduce  courses  in  Machine  Practice  and 
Salesmanship  as   recommended   by   this   department   and  thirtj 
boys  and  girls  are  receiving  training  in  these  fields. 
English 

Through  the  cooperation  of  Radio  Station  W.  T.  A.  G.  four 
plays  will  be  presented  from  Worcester.  Pupils  will  be  selected 
because  of  ability  and  accomplishment  and  coached  by  teachers 
of  the  English  Department. 

Household  and  Manual  Arts 

The  household  and  manual  arts  department  continue  to  main 
tain  a  large  enrollment,  on  a  purely  elective  basis,  and  we  were 
able  to  add  several  pieces  of  new  equipment. 

It  seems  to  me  that  a  group  of  pupils  who  will  probably  leave 
school,  as  soon  as  the  law  allows,  will  benefit  more  by  the  prac- 
tical work  of  these  courses  than  in  any  other  department. 

Music 

For  the  first  time  in  several  years,  we  can  see  the  possibilities 
of  a  school  band  as  well  as  a  school  orchestra. 

This  has  been  brought  about  through  the  work  of  the  Harlow 
Music  service  working  in  co-operation  with  Mrs.  Rubenstein. 

Latin  is  offered  for  four  years  and  French  for  three  years. 
College  entrance  requirements  in  foreign  language  do  not  usually 
exceed  two  years  of  each,  however,  and  our  certified  pupils  are 
able  to  meet  this  regulation. 

Mathematics 

In  the  freshman  year  we  offer  a  choice  between  general  mathe- 
matics, and  exploratory  course,  and  algebra,  a  college  prepara- 
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tory  subject.  The  ether  three  year-s  of  mathematics  are  restricted 
to  the  college  preparatory  field,  although  many  non-college  pupils 
recognize  the  value  of,  and  so  pursue,  these  courses. 

Science 

This  department  has  expanded  so  that  at  present  one  teacher 
16  giving  full  time,  and  two  teachers  part  time  to  it. 

In  the  ninth  grade,  particularly,  there  is  a  large  enrollment. 
This  in  the  main  is  due  to  interest  which  was  aroused  last  year 
and  the  same  teachers  are  continuing,  with  more  advanced  in- 
struction. 

Social  Studies 

The  teachers  of  social  studies  have  held  frequent  meetings  and 
have  worked  out  a  course  of  study  which  emphasizes  points  which 
are  important  to  all  and  through  details  of  assignments  duplica- 
tion is  avoided. 

Faculty  Changes 

Miss  Mary  Meagher  accepted  retirement  in  June,  after  many 
years  of  unusually  varied  service  to  the  boys  and  girls  cf  South- 
"bridge.  She  served  in  all  grades  of  the  elementary  and  secondary 
schools  and  in  each  assignment,  with  distinction  and  devotion. 

After  several  years  of  devoted  and  efficient  service,  Mr.  Rob- 
inson and  Miss  Phinney  left  us  for  other  fields.  They  made  their 
place  with  us  and  we  shall  miss  them.  We  wish  them  happiness 
and  success  and  feel  certain  that  they  will  continue  to  be  teach- 
ers of  children  as  well  as  subject-matter. 

We  were  stunned,  to  learn  that  Mr.  Peterson  had  passed  away 
after  an  illness  of  only  a  few  hours  on  November  4,  1936. 

iHe  was  a  friend  and  inspiration  to  all  who  know  him  and  we 
all  suffered  a  real  loss  in  his  death. 

I  feel  that  we  have  a  good  staff  of  teachers  who  are  interested 
in  their  work  and  alert  to  grasp  new  educational  ideas.  Several 
of  our  teachers  are  enrolled  in,  and  profiting  by,  the  visual  edu- 
cation course  now  being  offered  at  the  Eastford  Road  School. 

I  can  not  close  this  report  without  urging  parents,  as  I  have 
<done  in  many  previous  reports,  to  see  to  it  that  home  study  is 
done  each  day.  Ten  hours  a  week  is  the  minimum  time  which 
fihould  be  devoted  to  this. 

On  the  other  hand,  no  pupils  should  feel  so  driven,  that  he  is 
unable  to  engage  in  some  club  work,  hobby,  or  to  spend  some  time 
cut  of  doors  every  day. 
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The  Principal  welcomes  conferenceo  at  any  time  to  talk  over 
and  attempt  to  adjust  a  situation  such  as  tkis. 

As  each  year  goes  by,  I  am  increasingly  mindful  of  the  untir- 
ing efforts  of  school  officials  in  our  behalf,  and  of  the  generosity 
of  the  taxpayers  of  Southbridge  in  providing  its  children  with  ex- 
cellent educational  opportunities. 


Report  of  the  Director 
COLE     TRADE  SCHOOL 
Mr.  Clark  H.  Morrell 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

A  study  of  the  following  statistics  will  reveal  the  maximum 
use  of  our  facilities  in  guiding,  training  and  placing  boys  in  lu- 
crative vocations. 

The  demand  of  boys  trained  in  specific  vocations  has  exceeded 
the  supply  for  a  long  time.  Many  indications  point  to  a  still  great- 
er demand.  There  are  opportunities  in  this  school  for  a  greater 
number  of  boys  who  are  capable  and  interested  in  becoming  a 
trained  mechanic. 


Membership  and 

Adjustments 

Coop. 

Day 

Total 

  74 

56 

130 

Graduated   

14 



14 

  1  - 

1  - 

2 

Entering  industry  trained  for  .... 

  1 

3  > 

4 

  Q  \  ^ 

16  ^ - 

22 

Unfitted  for  trade  subjects   

  2  I 

13  3 

15 

Returned  to  Grammar  or  High  School  . .  1 

13  ^ 

14 

3  A 

3 

2  1 

2 

Transferred  to  Cooperative  School 

26  ^-^^ 

26 

  99 

133  ^  ^ 

232 



62<=^^ 

71 

GRADUATION 


Appropriate  graduation  exercises  were  held  June  25  in  the  Mary 
E.  Wells  Auditorium.  A  reception  and  social  were  sponsored  by 
the  undergraduates.   The  graduates  are  lasted  below; 
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Machinists 

Frederick  Mitchell  Kopacz 
Norman  Rossman 

William  Joseph  Skowron 
Victor  John  Wielblad 
Draftsmen 

Chrles  Herbert  Brown 

Theodore  George  Casavant 
Jceepli  Stanley  Lemanski 

Kenneth  Eugene  Morrell 
Factory  Maintenance 
Leopold  Chamberland 

Veto  Nickolas  Iczzo 
Carpentry 
Giiido  Anthony  Ditomasso 

George  Edward  Miller 
Auto  Mechanics 
Eelfio  F.  DaDalt 

Everett  Joseph  Maska 

The  change  in  the  Eay  School  from  a  48  to  a  40  week  schedule 
has  met  with  universal  satisfaction  by  hoth  faculty  and  students. 
From  an  administrative  standpoint  a  sounder  educational  program 
is  in  evidence. 

REiCOMMEiNDATIOlNS 
Because  the  facilities  of  this  Trade  School  are  inadequate  to 
supply  the  demand  for  trained  mechanics  and  also  because  our  Day 
Trade  preparatory  facilities  are  limited  in  capacity  to  feed  the 
capacity  of  our  Cooperative  facilities,  I  recommend: 

1  -  That  serious  consideration  be  given  to  the  establish- 

ment of  another  Machine  Shop  Practice  course  in  the 
Eay  School  program  by  January  1,  1938. 

2  -  That  the  present  General  Vocational  Department  be 

expanded  in  this  school  to  occupy  separate  room  ac- 
commodations. 

EVENING  TRADE  EXT'EiNiSaO'N 
Evening  Trade  Extension  courses  were  resumed  October  5.  The 
kind  of  courses  offered  and  the  numbers  enrolled  in  respective 
courses  follow:   The  demand  for  Machine  Shop  work  far  exceeded 
our  facilities. 
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iMechanical  Drafting  . . 
Architectural  Drafting 

Toolmaking   

Machine  Shop  Practice 

flVLathematics   

Sheet  Metal   

'Cabinet   

Autcmohile   

Electricity   


16 
10 
18 
17 
13 

15 
9 
8 


Total  membership 


115 


Report  of  the  Principal 


GIRLS'  CONTINUATION  SCHOOL 


Miss  Mary  E.  Meagher 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

The  enrolment  of  the  Girls'  Continuation  School  for  the  year 
beginning  September  10,  1935  and  ending  June  17,  1936  was  58. 

There  were  23  girls  14  to  15  years  of  age,  while  35  were  15  to 
16  years.  The  sessions  were  held,  as  in  the  past  four  years,  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  afternoons  frcm  one  to  five  o'clock  in  the 
Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  building,  each  girl  attending  one  after- 
noon a  week. 

Two  hours'  instruction  were  given  in  household  arts  and  two 
in  academic  subjects. 

The  main  objective  of  the  Continuation  School,  "to  help  the 
employed  youth  to  make  immediate  prospective  adjustments  (.so- 
cial, civic,  or  economic)  from  their  status  as  full-time  school  pu 
pile  to  that  of  responsible  wage  earning  citizens"  has  always  been 
the  guiding  etar  of  the  instructors. 


Household  Arts:  This  course  was  presented  by  Miss  Evelyn 
Dover  from  the  point  of  view  that  the  home  must  be  socially  and 
economically  sound  ii  eatisfactory  family  and  community  rela- 
tionship is  to  be  established,  developed  and  maintained.  The 
foods  lessons  led  the  girls  to  plan,  cook,  and  serve  well-balanced 
attractive  meals  that  were  economical  in  time  and  elfort  as  well 
as  money.  The  clothing  course  included  besides  the  construction 
of  garments,  the  use  of  commercial  patterns,  repairing  and  re- 
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modeling,  also  the  selection  of  clothes  according  to  suitability, 
durability  and  cost. 

Home  Nursing:  Ten  one-hour  lessons  were  given  the  girls  by 
the  school  nurse,  Miss  King;  1st,  in  the  problem  of  keeping  well 
mentally  as  well  as  physically  and  2nd,  in  caring  for  the  sick  in- 
cluding first-aid  treatments,  the  making  of  simple  first-aid  equip- 
Bients,  also  child  care. 

Academic  Subjects:  Careful  planning  to  relate  the  work  in 
arithmetic,  civics,  English  and  hygiene  to  the  ither  two  courses 
and  to  girls'  employment  was  the  aim  of  the  instructor,  Miss 
Meagher.  Personal,  family  and  clothing  budgets  were  worked 
out;  thrift  in  time,  also  in  money  was  combined  with  a  study 
of  savings  banks,  savings  clubs,  co-operative  bank  shares,  insur- 
ance if  various  types  and  personal  cash  accounts. 

Besides  community,  state  and  national  problems  in  govem- 
tnent  the  use  of  leisure  time  (outside  of  regular  employment), 
and  various  forms  of  recreation  were  introduced  for  study  and 
discussion.  Visits  to  the  fire  department,  telephone  exchange,  his- 
torical museum  etc.  were  made,  the  use  of  the  library  encouraged 
by  distributing  suitable  lists  of  books  of  interest  of  vocational  and 
cultural  value.  Oral  and  written  English  was  an  ever-present 
phase. 

PLACEMENT 

Our  girls  for  the  last  three  years  have  been  employed  almost 
wholly  in  housework  either  in  their  owti  homes  on  home  permits, 
or  in  outside  households,  I  had  56  applications  for  work;  and  71 
calls  from  employers  and  I  filled  62,  The  demand  for  our  girls  has 
for  10  years  been  greater  than  the  supply  consequently  5  girLs 
sent  during  this  year  were  high  school  pupils  who  worked  after 
school  and  week-ends. 

The  following  lesson  plan  was  evolved  in  1932,  discussed  and 
distributed  to  each  girl  every  year  since;  it  was  the  result  of 
class  discussions  in  which  125  girls  participated  and  of  confer- 
ences wth  the  employers  of  these  girls:  — 

Po's  and  Don'ts  for  Mother's  Helper 

D  O 

Wear  a  dress  of  washable  material  while  at  work. 
Take  your  own  aprons;  a  clean  one  each  day. 
Be  sure  nails,  hair  and  teeth  are  absolutely  clean. 
Bathe  frequently:  a  daily  bath  is  advisable. 
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Try  to  be  on  hand  each  day;  and  on  time. 

Take  an  interest  in  the  work.  You  are  selling  it  in  exchange 
for  your  pay. 

Answer  telephone  courteously.  Record  message,  if  any,  carefully. 

Learn  to  tell  a  story  entertainingly  if  in  care  if  children;  also 

watch  your  English, — children  are  great  imitators. 

If  hungry  ask  employer  what  you  may  have  for  a  lunch. 

lEast  at  meal  time  instead  of  nibbling  between  times. 

Have  rubbers,  umbrella,  etc.,  for  stormy  days. 

See  that  kitchen  including  sink  and  refrigerator  are  immaculate 

when  leaving  each  day  for  home. 

Work  a  week's  notice  when  leaving. 


Do  not  use  personal  belongings  of  employer, — comb,  powder 
puff  etc. 

Do  not  join  the  family  in  living  room  unless  invited. 

Do  not  enter  the  living  room  when  guests  are  present  unless 

invited. 

Do  not  call  employer  by  first  name. 

Do  not  slap  a  troublesome  chill,  try  to  interest  him.  ignore 
a  tantrum. 

If  sent  out  with  child  to  have  him  in  fresh  air,  do  not  call  on 
friends. 

Do  not  allow  friends  to  call  you  on  the  telephone  during  work- 
ing hours. 

Do  not  use  telephone,  turn  on  radio,  or  play  piano  without  per- 
mission. 

'Do  not  read  books,  magazines  or  paper  during  working  hours, 

or  until  work  is  properly  finished. 

Do  not  speak  to  anyone  of  employer's  affairs. 


The  following  tabular  enrolment  from  September,  1920  through 
June  1936  illustrates  how  the  Continuation  School  has  reflected 
employment  conditions. 


DON 


T 


RETROSPECT 


EiNROLMENT  BY  YEARS 


Girls 


Years 


General 
Improvement 


Commercial 


Total 


Returned  to 
Regular  School 
9 
2 
2 


1920-  1921 

1921-  1922 

1922-  1923 


141 
96 
133 


29 
17 
29 


170 
113 
162 
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1923-  1924 

1924-  1925 

1925-  1926 

1926-  1927 

1927-  1928 

1928-  1929 

1929-  1930 

1930-  1931 

1931-  1932 

1932-  1933 

1933-  1934 

1934-  1935 

1935-  1936 


149 
110 
94 
83 
78 
83 
87 
92 
83 
63 
64 
63 
58 


23 
25 
29 
27 
22 
21 
21 
20 
13 


172 
135 
123 
110 
100 
104 
108 
112 
96 
63 
64 
63 
58 


6 

3 
2 
2 
5 
2 
2 
2 
0 
1 
3 
2 
3 


Until  1932  when  the  Commercial  Course  was  eliminated  to  cur- 
tail expenses,  bookkeeping,  typewTiting,  office  practice,  and  comp- 
tometry  were  offered  ajiy  girl  who  had  been  promoted  to  senior 
iigh  school. 

Some  outstanding  achievements  of  the  Southbridge  Continua- 
tion School  were: 

1.  An  average  of  58  Continuation  School  girls  who  had  worked 
all  day  attended  Evening  High  as  long  as  it  was  maintained. 

2.  Until  1932  a  Glee  Club  that  met  one  evening  a  week  at  6:30 
o'clock  during  April,  May  and  June  to  acquire  an  apprecia- 
tion of  music  had  an  average  membership  of  30  girls. 

2.  That  the  Child  Care  Course  which  included  the  topics:  Feed- 
ing, bathing  and  dressing  a  baby,  Making  layettes,  children's 
toys  and  clothing.  Story  telling.  Working  out  menus  for  chil- 
dren of  pre-school  age  and  Preparing  a  lunch  for  a  group  of 
these  children  was  practical  to  a  surprising  degree.  This 
course  given  in  1929,  1930,  and  1931  aimed  (a)  To  interest 
girls  who  were  caring  for  children  in  their  own  homes  or  in 
those  of  others,  (b)  To  enlist  the  girls  to  help  mother  care 
for  young  brothers  and  sisters  e^specially  in  training  for  de- 
sirable habits,  (c)  To  round  out  their  courses  in  Homemaking. 

4.  That  the  three-level  plan  of  lesson  assignments  used  for  the 
first  8  years  also  for  the  year  just  ended,  and  the  Dalton  plan 
of  individual  instruction  employed  the  other  seven  years  were 
both  fitted  to  these  groups  who  enter  any  time  after  comple- 
tion of  their  14th  year,  if  employed,  and  leave  when  16  years. 

5.  That  a  large  number  of  Continuation  School  graduates  who 
are  successful,  happy  home  makers,  or  efficient  wage  earners 
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return  to  express  tlieir  appreciation  of  tlie  training  given  them 
in  Continuation  School. 

Finally,  as  the  young  people  of  to-day  have  greater  opportuni- 
ties for  achievement  than  those  of  any  other  era  in  the  world's 
history  it  has  been  a  great  privilege  to  have  tried  in  a  humble 
way  to  guide  them  to  greater  success,  finer  service  and  more 
abundant  happiness. 

REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE 
Miss  Winifred  V.  King,  R.  N. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

SUMMER  ROUND  UP 
The  Pre-School  Clinic  or  physical  examination  of  children,  who 
were  of  age  to  enter  school  in  September,  was  held  May  21  and 
22.  Dr.  Simpson  and  Dr.  iPage  were  the  examining  physicians. 


Recommendations  Corrections 
Dentistry  58  40 

Removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids  20  12 
Improved  posture  1  1 

Nutritional  aid  1  1 

ANNUAL  PHYSICAL  BXAMTNATIONS  IN  GRADES 
Number  of  pupils  having  dental 

defects  corrected  by  family  dentist    169 

Number  of  pupils  having  dental 

defects  corrected  by  Dental  Clinic    427 

Number  of  pupils  having  defective 

tonsils  and  adenoids  removed    39 

Number  of  pupils  having  eyes 

examined;    glasses  provided    28 

Number  of  pupils  having  eyes 

examined;  glasses  not  needed    14 

Number  of  pupils  having  improved  posture    12 

ANNUAL  PHYSICAL  EXAMINATIONS  IN  HIGH  S'CHOOL 


Thus  far  only  the  girls  in  the  Senior  and  Junior  classes  have 
been  examined: 

Seniors 

Recommendations  Corrections 

1935  1936 

Dentistry                                            12  8 
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Tonsilectcmies 


Posture 
Nutrition 
Flat  feet 
Skin 


2 
1 
1 
1 

5 


2 
1 
1 
1 

3 


Juniors 


Recommendations 


Corrections. 


Posture 

Nutrition 

Heart 


Dentistry 

Tonsilectomies 

Skin 


22 
5 

16 
3 
3 
1 


14 
4 
4 
2 
1 
1 


DIPHTHEiRIA  PRlEWiNTION 


At  tlie  Toxoid  Clinic,  which  is  sponsored  each  year  by  the- 
Board  of  Health,  fifty-five  children  of  the  first  grade  were  inoc; 
ulated,  making  a  large  loercentage  of  pupils  in  the  schools  now 
immune  to  diphtheria.  As  many  were  immunized  during  the  pre-^ 
school  age. 


Notwithstan(^ing  many  handicaps,  owing  to  closing  of  school^ 
due  to  storms,  floods,  etc.,  the  Chest  Clinic,  scheduled  for  early 
February,  was  pronounced  by  Dr.  Glidden,  senior  examining  phy- 
sician, a  great  success.  This  was  due  to  the  fine  cooperation  of 
all  concerned,  not  the  least  which,  was  the  group  of  volunteer 
workers,  who  generously  gave  their  time  for  an  entire  day.  We 
acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  splendid  help  given  us  at  the 
Clinic  by  Mrs.  George  Tully,  Mrs.  George  Delehanty,  and  Miss- 
Florence  Davis,  R.  N.  This  clinic  was  for  the  7-9-11  grades,  but 
only  those  who  presented  a  request  slip  signed  by  a  parent  or 
guardian  were  given  the  tests  or  examinations. 

Numher  of  slips  returned  signed  by  parents    242 

Number  of  pupils  reporting  for  test    23& 

Number  who  showed  positive  reaction  to  T  B  test    77 

Number  who  were  chest  examined  and  X-rayed    75 

Number  who  showed  positive  X-ray  diagnosis    8 

Number  childhood  type  tuberculosis    ^ 

Number  suspected  childhood  type  tuberculosis    1 
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Recommendations 


Corrections 


Removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids 


5 


4 


Dental  attention 


9 


8 


Improved  nutrition 
Westfield  Sanatorium 


19 


9 


1 


1 


No  recommendations 
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HOME  NURSES 


The  Home  Nursing  class  for  girls  of  Continuation  School  was 
conducted  two  hours  a  week  for  ten  weeks.  In  this  class,  an  en- 
deavor was  made  to  teach  the  girls  how  to  give  efficient  caxe  to 
a  person  ill  in  the  home;  how  to  bathe  and  feed  a  bahy,  putting 
particular  stress  on  the  importance  of  reporting  symptoms,  and 
carefully  following  orders;  how  to  improvise  sick  room  appliances 
from  home  materials,  and  how  to  render  first  aid.  That  these  ef- 
forts were  effectual  was  noted  in  several  instances  while  making 
home  calls,  and  in  the  very  excellent  note  books  displayed  by  the 
girls. 


Office  hours  are  held  in  the  Nurse's  room  in  the  High  School 
huilding  from  8:15  to  9:15  A.  M.  and  from  2:30  to  3:30  P.  M.  each 
school  day.  That  this  is  appreciated  is  shown  by  the  number  of 
pupils  who  report  here  for  first  aid  or  advice. 

A  large  portion  of  time  is  consumed  in  home  calls,  not  only  in 
an  effort  to  have  defects  corrected,  but  to  investigate  suspicious 
absentees,  and  thus  aid  in  the  control  of  communicable  disease. 

This  report  would  not  be  complete,  if  a  word  were  not  said 
about  the  good  work  the  teachers  of  our  schools  are  doing  in 
Health  education.  This  is  done  with  health  talks,  songs,  plays, 
and  other  activities  in  order  to  stimulate  the  children  in  the  prac- 
tice of  health  habits. 

While  attending  a  class  in  Health  Education  a  few  weeks  ago, 
it  was  very  gratifying  to  hear  a  paper  read  which  was  considered 
excellent.  It  was  a  description  of  a  health  food  project.  This 
same  project  was  part  of  a  program  used  in  our  own  schools  sev- 
eral months  ago. 

My  thanks  to  all  who  have  aided  in  any  way  to  the  success  of 
our  work. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 


January  15,  1937 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 
Southbridge,  Massachusetts 


I  hereby  submit  my  report 

as  school  physician  for  the  year  1936. 

Pre-school 

Element. 

Junior  High 

Total 

Children 

Schools 

High  School 

Ko.  Examined 

58 

731 

45  92 

834 

Itefects  of  teeth 

577 

22 

599 

Throat  (T  &  A) 

70 

2 

72 

Eyes 

2 

2 

Heart 

4 

4 

Spine 

1 

1 

2 

Posture 

2 

1 

3 

Skin 

3 

3 

Ear 

1 

1 

Nutrition 

3 

3 

Not  vaccinated 

1 

1 

Cleft  palate 

2 

2 

Scalp 

1 

1 

Number  of  children  seen  for  readmission  552 
Number  of  cultures  taken  5 


Enlarged  tonsils  may  cause  no  trouble.  The  important  factors 
are  history  of  recurrent  sore  throat  or  the  presence  of  pus  in  the 
tensile.  In  such  cases  removal  should  be  considered. 

Examined  1925  1926  1927  1928  ri929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936 
No. 

examined    1335  1824  22601376  1575  1832  1502  1436  2138  1537  1385  834 

Enlarged  or 
infected 

tonsils  365  1090   525  136     51     60  161  110  101    70     83  72 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  Simpson,  M.  D.,  School  Physician. 

Following  is  a  record  of  diphtheria  immunization  in  our  local 
schools  for  the  period  of  1929  to  1937. 
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In  this  period  the  following  immunization  work  has  been  done 
by  the  local  Board  of  Health  by  the  Physicians  on  the  board. 

1929    637  1933    176 

1930    399  1934    183 

1931    224  1935    178 

1932    337  1936    225 

making  a  total  of  2132  children  receiving  the  treatment,  which  in 
most  cases  have  made  the  child  immune. 

These  children  ranged  in  age  from  six  months  to  ten  years 
of  age,  and  as  the  years  come  along  we  estimate  that  the  num- 
ber about  175  to  200  each  year. 

The  Board  wishes  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  tables 
of  cases  reported  and  deaths  occurring  during  the  years  1925  to 
1929  and  ask  you  to  compare  them  with  the  table  of  the  period 
of  1929  to  1936: 


Before  immunization 


After  immunization 


Reported 

Deatlis 

Reported 

1925 

28 

3 

1930 

2 

1926 

14 

0 

1931 

0 

11427 

14 

0 

1932 

5 

1928 

13 

3 

1933 

0 

1929 

8 

0 

1934 

3 

1935 

2 

77 

6 

1936 

0 

Deaths 
0 
0 
0 


12  0 

In  most  instances  the  cases  reported  in  the  years  1930  to  1937 
were  children  who  had  not  received  the  treatments. 

When  one  reviews  the  complete  armementarium  at  hand  for 
the  prevention  of  diphtheria,  there  is  no  other  conclusion  to  b6 
drawn  but  that  parents  must  be  awakened  to  their  responsibility 
to  procure  the  protection  of  preventive  measures  at  the  earliest 
possible  time. 

The  Board  of  Health  wish  again  to  urge  all  parents  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  clinic  held  each  year  by  the  Board  of  Health 
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for  school  children  and  these  over  six  months  old  under  school  age. 

Only  thirteen  years  ago  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  in 
Massachusetts  reached  the  alarming  total  of  nine  thousand  eight- 
een. Then  came  the  general  immunization  movement,  and  the 
spectacular  decrease,  year  by  year,  of  what  was  once  known  aa 
the  "Black  Scourge."  An  all-time  low  was  reached  last  year,  with 
only  three  hundred  and  fifteen  cases  of  diphtheria  reported. 

EARS  HAVE  THEY  BUT  HEAR  NOT 
We  are  constantly  becoming  more  and  more  appreciative  of 
the  truth  of  the  old  axiom  "An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a 
pound  of  cure." 

In  the  case  of  hard  of  hearing  children,  if  their  trouble  had 
been  discovered  and  treated  in  time,  about  80%  of  those  deafened 
in  childhood  might  have  never  lest  their  hearing.  Instead  the 
average  person  pays  scant  attention  to  mild  ear  aches,  slight  dis- 
charge from  the  ear  or  occasional  difficulty  in  hearing.  When  the 
time  comes  that  this  lack  of  hearing  is  noticeahle,  more  often 
than  not  the  damage  is  done,  sometimes  beyond  repair.  As  it  is 
in  the  early  years  of  life  that  ear  troubles  more  often  originate, 
it  is  vitally  important  that  parents  beome  educated  in  the  causes 
of  deafness.  Under  "The  Leading  Causes  of  Death  1931-1934"  be- 
tween the  ages  of  1-4,  ear,  nose  and  throat  diseases  stand  in  the 
fourth  place;  between  the  ages  of  5-9  in  the  fifth  place. 

Educating  parents  is  a  slow  process,  but  our  future  parents  can 
be  and  should  be  educated  now  in  simple  health  problems. 

Pre-school  hearing  examinations  take  much  time  and  infinite 
patience  but  are  worth  attempting.  Certainly  accurate  and  pe- 
riodic testing  of  school  children  is  imperative  and  fortunately 
availahle  through  the  4A  audiometer.  It  is  entirely  practical  for 
a  school  population  of  5000  or  above  to  own  such  a  machine  and 
for  smaller  communities  to  combine  in  purchasing  one.  The  cost 
of  upkeep  is  little  if  the  machine  is  properly  handled. 

Our  schools  and  hospitals  do  much  in  detecting  health  troubles 
but  run  into  discouragement  on  the  follow-up.  What  a  price  the 
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unsuspecting  child  will  be  paying  in  the  future.  In  the  case  of 
the  hard  of  hearing  child  it  is  not  only  the  pecuniary  loss  but 
the  economic  fatility  and  the  deep  unhappiness  which  arise. 
StraJigely  enough  there  is  a  psychological  change  which  takes 
place  in  most  deafened  persons  which  does  not  occur  often,  for 
example,  with  blind  people.  The  former  become  sensitive,  sus- 
picious and  seclude  themselves,  really  changed  persons  unless 
surrounded  and  guided  by  people  of  understanding.  If  the  child 
who  has  frequent  colds,  running  ears,  or  impaired  hearing  is  sent 
to  a  diagnostic  ear  clinic  and  the  otologist's  recommendations  are 
carried  out  (again  the  important  follow-up),  it  is  quite  possible 
that  future  hearing  difficulties  may  be  eliminated.  If,  however, 
the  person  is  found  to  be  definitely  hard  of  hearing,  there  is  the 
l)oon  of  lip-reading  instruction.  Through  this  medium  the  hard 
of  hearing  child  is  brought  in  closer  contact  with  his  companions, 
Ms  inhibitions  are  overcome,  and  he  can  often  lead  a  truly  normal 
Ife. 

A  child  can  be  taught  lip-reading  more  readily  than  can  an  adult, 
and  it  may  be  so  thoroughly  learned  that  under  ordinary  condi- 
tions a  hard  of  hearing  person  could  pass  for  one  with  normal 
liearing.  If  a  school  system  is  not  large  enough  to  warrant  having 
a  lip-reading  teacher,  arrangements  may  be  made  for  an  itinerant 
teacher.  In  very  large  schools  it  is  even  practical  to  have  one 
of  the  grade  teachers  trained  in  lip-reading  and  speech  correction. 

We  have  all  around  us  a  large  group  of  children  who  until  re* 
■cently  have  received  little  thought  or  attention  and  are  in  need 
of  still  further  consideration  and  help. 

Charles  Simpson,  M.  D. 
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